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Sttreamlinning Classsroom Portfoliio Evideence
 

Classsroom Porrtfolios are ddeveloped during Selff-Assessmeent to demoonstrate howw each group within a 
proggram meetss applicablee accreditattion criteria..  (See Clarrification onn Groups foor NAEYC’ss definition 
of a group.) Many programs have appproached Classroomm Portfolios by creatingg a separatee portfolio 
for eeach group they servee, with each group doccumenting eeach individdual criterion/indicator with one orr 
more separate pieces of eevidence. FFeedback from prograams indicatees that this approach ccan be timee 
conssuming andd results in a large amount of doccumentationn. As a parrt of efforts to streamli ne the 
accrreditation process for pprograms, NNAEYC woould like to hhighlight strrategies thaat can help programs 
reduuce the amoount of timee and documentation aassociated with Class room Portfoolios. 

••	 Encouraage collabboration ammong groups. When more than one group meets a crriterion the 
same waay, these groups can use the samme piece off evidence to collectiveely demonsstrate how 
the criterion is met by all groups. Rememmber that aas long as thhe evidencee authenticcally 
represennts how thee criterion iss met, it cann apply to aa group eveen if the evidence was n’t 
collectedd in that paarticular group. 

Consideer the followwing exampple for Criterrion 1.A.05, which stattes, “Teachhers share iinformationn 
with fammilies about classroom rules, expeectations, aand routiness not only aat enrollmennt but also 
as needded throughhout the yeaar.”  If multipple groups within a proogram sendd regular neewsletters 
to familiees to commmunicate infformation aabout classrroom rules, expectatioons, and rouutines, a 
single saample newssletter coul d be presented on behhalf of all g roups that use this strrategy to 
meet Crriterion 1.A.05. 

••	 Compilee Classrooom Portfoliio evidencee for commmon spacees in the prrogram. Evvidence of 
how criteeria are meet within commmon spacces can appply to all grooups that uuse the spacce. For 
examplee, the progrram’s playground mayy include maaterials dessigned to immplement thhe 
programm’s curriculuum, such ass measuringg cups and balance sccales in thee sand box; dramatic 
play matterials in a playhouse;; bug boxess and magnnifying glassses to catchh and obseerve 
insects; and materiials to writee about exciting things that happeened on thee playgrounnd. 
Classrooom Portfolioo evidence that documments how tthese mateerials are ussed to meett criteria 
can be ppresented for all groupps that utilizze the outdooor space. 

••	 Focus oon quality oover quanttity. Prograams shouldd focus on ppresenting well-develooped 
Classrooom Portfolioo evidence that addressses the full languagee of each criterion, including all 
applicabble indicatorrs. Rememmber that thhe quality off the evidennce is what counts, noot the 
number of pieces oof evidence that are prresented. AA group thaat uses five pieces of eevidence to 
document the samee high quality practicee receives thhe same ammount of credit as a grroup that 
documents that samme high quality practicce using onne or two weell-developed pieces oof evidencee 

© 2010. National Association ffor the Educaation of Youngg Children. AAll other rightss reserved. 
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Sttreamlinning Classsroom Portfoliio Evideence 

••	 Make yoour evidennce count. A single piiece of eviddence can ddemonstrate how moree than one 
indicatorr and/or critterion is meet. Consideer the followwing exampple:. 

EEvidence Prresented: AA picture off a teacher engaging aa child in coonversation at a 
pumpkin pattch. The picture includdes a captioon that stattes, “Our prreschool claass took a 
field trip to thhe pumpkinn patch. Thhis teacher is having aa conversation with thee child 
about the diffferent sizees of pumpkkins. Vocabbulary incluuding ‘big’ aand ‘small’ wwas used.” 

CCriteria Addressed by EEvidence: 
2.D.04, indiccators a andd c
 
CChildren havve varied opportunitiess to developp vocabulary through 

a.	 conversaations 
cc.	 field tripss 

2.F.03 
CChildren aree provided vvaried oppoortunities annd materials to categoorize by onee or two 
attributes suuch as shappe, size, and color. 

Becausee the high qquality pracctice presennted in the eevidence deemonstratees how portions of the 
noted crriteria are mmet, you cann use this ssingle piecee of evidencce instead oof identifyinng three 
separatee pieces of evidence. Remembeer that ‘varieed’ means aat least twoo examples,, so these 
criteria aare not commpletely doccumented yyet, but this one piece of evidencee gets the pprogram offf 
to a veryy efficient sstart. 

••	 Focus oon organization, not presentation. Prograams shouldd focus on aa well-organnized 
portfolio rather thann spending unnecessaary time andd money crreating “scrrapbook quaality” 
portfolios. Notes can be handd-written annd photograaphs can bee low resoluution, blackk and white 
prints orr even photocopies. AAll evidencee must be c lear and leggible; beyond that, preesentation 
is not coonsidered aand will not affect how the NAEYCC Assessorr rates crite ria. 

Well-orgganized porrtfolios helpp the NAEYC Assessor to locate aapplicable eevidence and rate 
criteria mmore efficieently. Remeember that there is a 330 minute time limit fo r each Classsroom 
Portfolioo that is reviewed. Follow the tipss below to eensure thatt an NAEYCC Assessorr will be 
able to cconduct an efficient re view of youur Classroo m Portfolio. 

o	 Label – Writte all applicable criteriaa numbers (i.e. 3.B.133.c, 2.C.01.b) on each piece of 
evidence.  OOfficial labels are available in the TORCH Reesource Libbrary as an optional 
reesource. 

o	 HHighlight – DDirect the AAssessor’s aattention to the most relevant porrtion of a piece of 
evidence byy highlighting key wordds or phrasees. 

o	 DDescribe – If evidence does not “sspeak for itsself,” includde a short ccaption tellinng the 
NNAEYC Asssessor whatt the photoggraph or pieece of evideence repressents. 

© 2010. National Association ffor the Educaation of Youngg Children. AAll other rightss reserved. 
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Streamllining Classroom Portfoolio Eviddence
 

OOnce you haave streamlined your CClassroom Portfolio evvidence usiing the straategies abovve, you 
mmust organizze it in prepparation forr the site vissit. On the day of the site visit, a program mmust 
present the NAEYC Asssessor withh a collectioon of Classroom Portfoolio evidencce that appplies to 
each randommly selectedd group. Therefore, it  is importannt to organiize Classroom Portfolio 
evidence so that the NAAEYC Asseessor is able to locate evidence that authenttically repreesents 
each individual group aand review each groupp’s evidencee within 30 minutes. SSome progrrams 
prefer to devvelop a sepparate bindeer or file boox for each ggroup and duplicate eevidence thaat 
applies to mmultiple grouups. Other programs ppresent thee NAEYC A ssessor witth a road mmap that 
helps them identify a grroup’s Classsroom Portfolio evidence amongg multiple b inders or fille boxes. 
EElectronic poortfolios aree also acceepted and can be usedd to effectively connectt Classroomm 
PPortfolio eviddence to individual grooups. (Refeer to the TOORCH Resoource Libraary and TORRCH 
HHelpful Linkss for more iinformationn about elecctronic portffolio options.) 

TThis streamllined approoach to Classsroom Porrtfolio documentation eencouragess teaching tteams to 
reeflect on hoow they cann improve thheir daily prractices in aa collaborative, more eefficient waay. 
PPrograms thhat implemeent these Classroom PPortfolio straategies will have significantly lesss 
CClassroom PPortfolio evidence andd will spend less time ddocumentinng how criteeria are mett. 
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