Continuity of Operations (COOP) Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs)

Background:  In accordance with Presidential Decision Directive 67, the General Services Administration has been tasked to provide an avenue for Federal Executive Branch departments and agencies to conduct training to ensure that these agencies comply with the requirements and objectives of applicable COOP directives (Federal Preparedness Circular (FPC) 65, 66, 67).
Management Services Center Role:  Region 10 FSS, MSC was asked to provide contracting assistance in the development of a contractual tool to help GSA meet the above tasking.  A Request for Quotation along with a Statement of Objectives for Continuity of Operations Planning, Training and Development for Government Organizations was sent to 13 multiple award schedule holders that have either the Training (schedule 69), Management Organizational Business Improvement Services (MOBIS), or Logistics Worldwide (Logworld) Schedules.  

A multiple-award Blanket Purchase Agreement (BPA) was awarded to three schedule holders who were determined technically qualified by FEMA and the Office of Emergency Management;  EG&G, Logistics Management Institute (LMI) and Booz, Allen, Hamilton.  Period of Performance is from March 15, 2003 through March 14, 2008.  Additional schedule holders (including small businesses) have submitted proposals that are currently being evaluated.  It is anticipated that the pool of available BPAs will increase in the near future.

Limitations.  The BPAs are only for providing training in the preparation of a viable COOP plan.  At this time, the BPAs do not allow for the contractor to write the agency’s COOP plan or administer exercises or testing of the agency’s COOP plan.

Ordering Procedures:  All Federal Agencies may access this BPA directly by using their own contracting authority or may choose to utilize the Assisted Services available from FTS to satisfy their requirements.  

Self Service.  If an agency is going to place a task order against this BPA, a Statement of Work (SOW) along with a Request for Quotations (RFQ) is sent to the available BPA holders.  The BPA holder will forward the SOW along with their proposed syllabus/lesson plan to the Office of Emergency Management to ensure that all areas of the FPCs are met.  At the same time, the BPA holders will compete against each other for the business on a Best Value basis using standard procurement techniques.

Assisted Services.  If an agency would like GSA to execute the procurement action for them (e.g. write the SOW, make award and/or administer the task order), the agency can negotiate an agreement with FTS to perform this function.
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