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Federal Enterprise Architecture

1. Norm Lorentz and Bob Haycock discussed their ongoing work on the Federal Enterprise Architecture.  The Performance Reference Model was released for agency review on April 28.  The objective was to have it ready in time for the 2005 A-11 budget documents to go out.

2. The Business Reference Model (BRM) final version is about to go to OMB for final clearance.  It will affect how federal programs are delivered.

3. Other reference models are at various stages of completion.  The technical reference model has been reviewed; and the data reference model is being worked on.

4. Briefed NASCIO at their mid-year meeting in Pittsburgh last week.   They are aligning their architecture with NASCIO’s, identifying common functions, the potential to share data, and identifying two potential pilots to validate business lines— e-Vital and one other.

Bert Jarreau (NACo) is working with Mike Ryan from NASCIO to incorporate counties into NASCIO’s Tool Kit.  They are working with Ramsey and Hennepin Counties (MN).

Geospatial 

Tim Heathcoat discussed his efforts to further develop the architecture in the NASCIO Tool Kit by adding the spatial dimension to the architecture.  This will be linked to the Federal Enterprise Architecture.  They will validate and verifying the process through pilots.  Dave Molchany volunteered that Fairfax County could serve as a validation resource.

Dan Chenok at OMB is working with the Council for Excellence in Government (CEG) to develop a National Strategy for GIS.  CEG will be forwarding the information on the strategy to NSGIG.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

Lee Holcomb discussed the status of grants from the DHS to State and local governments under the Emergency Preparedness and Response Directorate.  They are combining FEMA and Justice funds (approximately $50 million) for grants to the first responder community for radio interoperability.

They will be selecting applicants by May 30, 2003.  The number of jurisdictions that may apply will be limited.  The applications will be peer reviewed in August with grants being awarded in September 03.  Demonstration projects will take place through the fall of 2004. 

These opportunities should follow the regular grant process.  

Dan Chenok requested Lee to come back to this group when grants would be available through other DHS directorates.

E-Authentication

Mary Gay Whitmer (NASCIO) discussed the efforts underway in three states:  Washington, Iowa and Wisconsin.  This was in response to a question from Von Harrison on a previous call.

· Washington State – met with eAuthentication initiative people earlier this week.  Washington state officials believe that their digital certificates should be interoperable with Federal certificates.  First time users of Transact Washington may apply for digital signatures.  There are different levels—standard, intermediate, high.  Takes 3 days.  Contact Stuart McKee, CIO for State of Washington.

· Iowa – extensive ID security project.   A clearinghouse will help come up with standards and rules to ensure that there are one-to-one relationships between the birth certificate and documents issued from that (such as Driver Licenses).  State wants to maintain a database of birth certificates.  Need to be sure the birth certificate is valid.  Birth Certificates also would be tied electronically to the DOT photo database

· Wisconsin – eAuthentication program:  uses fingerprints from the 2 index fingers on their Ids.  Uses a handheld device to check Ids.

NASCIO will facilitate federal-state-local collaboration on these.  There is interest in hearing from the states about what they are doing, and to partner with industry groups.

Dave Molchany suggested that NASCIO take on the role of coordinating with States on E-Authentication so that local governments have a standard approach to follow.  Ultimately it makes sense to do it consistently.  Norm Lorenz suggested that authentication might be the first reusable component.  NASCIO is participating in the components subcommittee.

Mary Gay informed the group that NASCIO has a Business Case Primer available on their website under the Members Only Section.  If you do not have a NASCIO username and password, please contact Mary Gay and she will send you a copy of the Primer.  You may reach her at mwhitmer@amrinc.net or (859) 514-9209.  .

ICMA E-Gov Initiatives

Molly Singer was interested in sharing the sorts of activities that local government associations are conducting for their members.

In April, ICMA sponsored a web cast for 517 local government participants about the use of GIS for GASB 34 compliance and asset management. In addition, ICMA has been working with NLC, NACO, and PTI on the Geospatial One Stop (GOS) project. 

ICMA will be co-sponsoring Governing’s conference in Atlanta.  They have a couple of pilot efforts to include one on mobile government.  ICMA is also co-sponsoring the CIO executive Forum with Microsoft June 3-5.  In the summer and Fall ICMA will be hosting a series of executive laboratories and forum to help local government officials better understand the intricacies of technology management, such as planning for long term fiscal sustainability and IT infrastructure needs.

