Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day

On a single day in the U.S., vehicle crashes are an even greater threat to life and health than crime.  In 2000, there was one murder every 34 minutes, while one person died from traffic crash every 13 minutes.  There was one violent crime every 22 seconds, but one crash-related injury every 10 seconds.  We are not helpless, however, to help ‘put the brakes on fatalities.’  Changing driving behavior can work to reduce vehicle crashes.  Just a few of the measures that individuals can do:

· Drive courteously and defensively

· Wear seat belts and use child safety restraints properly

· Never drive while impaired

· Don’t speed or drive aggressively

· Be alert while driving

On October 10th, the Second Annual Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day will strive to reduce the approximately 115 fatalities that occur each day.  Last year’s campaign resulted in a 29% reduction in fatalities on October 10, 2001, but that’s only a starting point.  Find out what you can do to get involve and support the goal of zero fatalities at www.brakesonfatalities.org.

