E85 Scores Big in DOE Grants Program

Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Spencer Abraham recently announced that the DOE had issued grants to assist in the establishment of an additional twenty public and private E85 fueling stations across the nation.  

A total of $807,403 has been awarded to specifically support the establishment of E85 fueling sites.  Phil Lampert, Executive Director of the National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition (NEVC) stated, “This is the largest single award that has ever been made by a federal agency to advance the establishment of E85 fueling sites.  These funds are part of the monies that the Congress appropriated for use by E85 advocates during fiscal year 2002.”

NEVC spokesperson Michelle Saab also noted that almost 50% of the E85 funds would be used “outside the generalized farm belt” of the Midwest.  “We are seeing a nationwide interest in the use of E85 as a form of alternative fuel, and while the majority of the fueling sites are certainly located in the Midwest, we expect the major advances in infrastructure development will take place on the east and west coasts.”

Projects receiving funding include:

     Dover, Delaware:  1 new E85 fueling station;

     Twin Cities of Minnesota:  8 new E85 fueling stations;

     Buffalo, NY:  3 new E85 fueling stations;

     Southeast Wisconsin:  3 new E85 fueling stations;

     Titusville/Kennedy Space Center:  3 new E85 fueling stations;

     Cleveland, Ohio:  1 new E85 fueling station;

     Fargo, North Dakota:  1 new E85 fueling station.

For additional information regarding NEVC, visit their web site at www.E85Fuel.com.
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