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NASA’s Johnson Space Center and FBI’s Bob Fabie 

Win Federal Aviation Awards

On September 19, 2002, GSA held an awards ceremony and reception to honor the winners of the Federal Aviation Program Award and Federal Aviation Professional Award for their accomplishments during 

FY 2001.  


The members of the Aircraft Operations Division at NASA’s Johnson Space Center, Houston, TX, won the Program Award, and Supervisory Special Agent Bob Fabie, Aviation Safety and Training Officer for the FBI, received the Professional Award.


Honorable Mention also went to the following:

· For the Program Award, the Aviation Operations Department, Savannah River Site, Department of Energy, Aiken, SC, and the Flight Inspection Flight Program, Federal Aviation Administration, Oklahoma City, OK.

· For the Professional Award, Robert Naughton, Chief, Aircraft Operations Division, NASA Johnson Space Center.

The ICAP agencies submitted a total of 12 nomination packages—for five programs and seven professionals.  Judges for this year’s awards were John Olcott, President, National Business Aviation Association; Roy Resavage, President, Helicopter Association Inter-national; Jack Kelly, Office of Management and Budget; Warren Morningstar, Vice President, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; and Jim Burin, Director of Technical Ops, Flight Safety Foundation.


Keynote speaker for the awards ceremony was General John Dailey, USMC (Ret.), who chairs the Centennial of Flight Commission and is also the Director of the National Air and Space Museum.  After encouraging the Federal agencies to participate in the upcoming Centennial of Flight celebration, General Dailey assisted in presenting the awards.  GSA is very pleased and proud to sponsor these awards. (Please see page 10 for more information about the winning programs and professionals.)

All Things Come to Those Who Wait

The New Federal Aircraft Regulation Is Published!

The long-expected new 41 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 102-33, “Management of Government Aircraft,” was published in the Federal Register on November 6, 2002.  This new regulation supercedes most of 41 CFR 101-37.  

Subparts 101-37.1 (definitions relating to travel on Government aircraft) and 101-37.4 (specific rules relating to travel on Government aircraft) will continue to be in effect until GSA can publish an amendment to the Federal Travel Regulation (FTR) (parts 301-10 and 301-70) that contains this guidance (complying with OMB Circular 

A-126).

See a copy of the new 41 CFR 102-33 at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/sudocs/aces/aces140.html; click on 2002, check “final rule,” add “November 6, 2002,” in the date field, and search on “Government aircraft,” or request a copy from judith.lotz@gsa.gov. 

New Cost Accounting Guide (CAG) Now Available


In November, GSA published the newly revised “U.S. Government Aircraft Cost Accounting Guide,” (CAG).  The CAG was last published in 1997.  Many thanks go to the members of the ICAP’s Management Data and Systems Subcommittee, particularly Marlene Pratt (FAA), Chair, who carefully reviewed the new guide and made many valuable suggestions.


The purpose of the completely restruc-tured guide is (1) to assist Federal agencies in implementing an accounting system to capture aircraft costs, and (2) to give Federal agencies better direction on how to use cost data to sat-isfy regulatory requirements.


The new front section of the guide adds instructions and information to help agencies  comply with requirements for FAIRS and in OMB Circulars A-126 and A-76.  The center section includes a revamped sample Chart of Accounts that Conklin and de Decker Asso-ciates (under contract to GSA) has tailored specifically to Federal aircraft management.  The appendices include an Accounting Overview and definitions for cost elements in FAIRS, A-126, and A-76, among other helpful items.


The centerpieces of the new CAG are   correlation matrices that cross-reference a set of generic Federal Government Aircraft Cost Elements with the cost elements in FAIRS, 

A-126, A-76, and the categories of the Chart of Accounts.  Understanding how the cost elements described in FAIRS and these various regulatory documents relate to each other is eye-opening, and we hope that the correlation matrices will be helpful to all agencies.


The accounting principles described in the CAG are based on the U.S. Standard General Ledger System and the U.S. Budget Object Class Code.  Any Federal agency should be able to adapt the system described in the CAG.

For more information or to get a copy of the new CAG, please call or email Judy Lotz, 202-208-4101 or judith.lotz@gsa.gov.  (We hope to have the CAG on the gsa.gov/ aircraftpolicy Website in the near future.)

Changes to FAIRS Definitions Take Effect in January 2003


During the first week in January, GSA will shut down the Federal Aviation Interactive Reporting System (FAIRS) for a brief period of maintenance.  Based on agreements made with the ICAP’s Man-agement Data and Systems Subcommittee and on guidance published in the new “U.S. Government Aircraft Cost Accounting Guide” (CAG), GSA will make the following changes to the drop-down menus for cost elements in FAIRS:

· All cost elements will be adjusted to identify them as either variable, fixed, or miscellaneous costs.  This change is intended to make it easier for agencies to do the calculations required by OMB Circular A-126, “Improving the Management and Use of Government Aircraft.”

· A number of new cost elements will be added to the drop down menu for Federal aircraft costs.  These relate to fixed maintenance costs, which have been missing from FAIRS.


Another important change:  FAIRS will use the term “Federal aircraft” instead of “fleet aircraft” to refer to aircraft that agencies own.  Jack Kelly of OMB strongly recommended this change.  In addition, the types of aircraft in this category will change as follows:

In the Federal aircraft category, report only on owned, bailed, borrowed, or loaned aircraft (i.e., agency holds title or borrows aircraft). 

In the commercial aviation services (CAS) category, include all leased aircraft regardless of the length of the lease and all lease-purchased aircraft as well as all other hired aircraft.  Changes to these two categories will affect fewer than 15 aircraft in the fleet.
In the future, as in the past, agencies will   report only those costs that are applicable to their operations.  For definitions of the changed FAIRS cost elements, see the new CAG or the revised “FAIRS User’s Manual,” which are available from GSA/MTA.

Other FAIRS Operations and Training News


GSA has now trained over 225 agency users in 17 agencies.  We are finding that the user turnover rate is about 25%.  So, we will continue to offer basic FAIRS training at least a couple of times during this coming year.  If you or someone in your agency needs basic FAIRS training, please call Bill Oller on 

202-208-0519.


Also during this coming year, GSA plans to visit each of NASA’s field centers to give them a more thorough understanding of FAIRS.  If your agency wants on-site training, Bill can help arrange that for you.


 Now that agencies have three years’ worth of data in FAIRS, the value of FAIRS’ Business Objects query tool is becoming more obvious.  A number of agencies have asked for in-depth training on Business Objects.  Bill is happy to provide that or training in any of the other management/decision tools associated with FAIRS.  


For the past three years, GSA has paid for the management/decision tools that come with FAIRS, i.e., Janes’ On-line, the World Avia-tion Directory, the Aircraft Bluebook On-line, etc.  In FY 2003, we will be sharing those costs with aircraft-owning agencies.  The Management Data and Systems Subcommittee agreed with this plan and with the payment schedule.  GSA will put out information in the near future on how this new process will work.  If you have questions, please call Bill Oller at GSA (202-208-0519) or Marlene Pratt (FAA), Chair of the MDS Subcommittee at 

(405-954-6273).

Reminder: Fourth Quarter FY 2002 FAIRS data due by December 31, 2002.  If you need help of any kind with FAIRS, please call Bill Oller on 202-208-0519 (bill.oller@gsa.gov).


You can’t fly if you can’t breathe:  

Secondhand smoke causes lung cancer and other health problems. The EPA estimates that secondhand smoke causes approximately 3,000 lung cancer deaths and 37,000 heart disease deaths in non-smokers each year.


Federal Aviation Performance Measures and Benchmarks Study Underway


In conjunction with the ICAP’s Acquisition, Use, and Disposal (AUD) Subcommittee, GSA has begun a study to help agencies identify performance measures and benchmarks in three areas:

· Safety (i.e., annual accidents per 100,000 flight hour or other measures as appropriate)

· Effectiveness (i.e., availability, reliability)

· Efficiency (i.e., cost per flight hour or other measures as appropriate)


The Office of Management and Budget is pushing agencies to use performance measures in compliance with the “Government Perform- ance Reporting Act” of 1993.  Through FAIRS, we collect some of the data that agencies need to measure their performance, e.g., hours flown and operating costs, but the ICAP agencies have not been reporting any data for availability or reliability.  To help the community get a handle on the types of effectiveness measures agencies are using and to assess the usefulness of FAIRS data, GSA has hired Conklin and de Decker to do a limited study, which will include a survey of Federal availability/reliability measures.


This Performance Measures Study is a follow-on to an initial study that the AUD Subcommittee conducted with GSA in 1997.


For more information about the study, call Pete Zuidema at GSA (202-219-1377, peter.zuidema@gsa.gov) or Roger Stickley (FAA), AUD Chair, (405-954-6437, Roger_D_Stickley@faa.gov).

December ICAP Meeting Snowed Out

Next Meeting on February 13th

For the first time in almost 14 years, the ICAP was called on account of snow.  With regret, GSA decided not to hold the regularly scheduled ICAP meeting on what turned out to be a snowy, icy December 5, 2002.  Canceling this meeting also meant that we cancelled our annual Holiday Open House.  We missed seeing colleagues from all over during this holiday season.


Plans are in the works to hold the post-poned ICAP meeting on February 13, 2003, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Room 5141-A, GSA Central Office.  We will share details and an agenda for that meeting in the near future.  Please watch www.gsa.gov/ aircraftpolicy (ICAP Calendar)


At the ICAP meeting held on September 18, 2002, Lisa Blanchard (DOE) demonstrated DOE’s new Web-based system to help personnel comply with direction in OMB Circular A-126 on approving travel on Government aircraft.  Chris Keyes (FAA) gave a comprehensive review of the ICAP’s Aviation Resource Management Survey (ARMS) program.  Bob Fabie (FBI) discussed proposed changes to the Federal Aircraft Accident and Incident Reporting System (AAIRS).  And subcommittee chairs each reported on their group’s activities.

First ICAP Aviation 

Safety Conference:

Plans Are Forming


The Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee’s task force charged with planning the ICAP’s first ever all-Federal Aviation Safety Conference has met several times in the past few months.  Led by Bob Fabie (FBI), the task force recently announced the following details about the conference:

ICAP Safety Conference

August 11-14, 2003

Moffett Field, CA

Training and Conference Center #3

NASA Ames Research Center, Hosts


The task force is finalizing the agenda and the logistical details and will announce those in the next couple of months.  For further information, watch www.gsa.gov/ aircraftpolicy or call Bob Fabie (703-632-4000, rmf3860@erols.com) or Mike Miles at GSA (202-219-1356, michael.miles @gsa.gov).

TSA Hotline Open

(866) 427-3287 or (866) GA SECURE


On December 2, 2002, the new Trans-portation Security Administration (TSA) implemented a national toll free hotline (see above) that the aviation community can use to report any out-of-the-ordinary event or activity at general aviation airports.  


TSA’s National Response Center operates the hotline and coordinates with appropriate Federal, State, or local agencies.  TSA, currently a part of the Department of Trans-portation, urges all aviators to help ensure the security of aircraft and airports across the country by reporting any suspicious activity.

Blue Ribbon Panel Looks at 

Aerial Firefighting


A Federal Advisory Committee (aka Blue Ribbon Panel) on Aerial Firefighting, co-led by James Hall, former Chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, and Jim Hull, Texas State Forester, published a report of their findings on December 6, 2002.  The committee was chartered in mid-August 2002 by the National Interagency Fire Center, Boise, ID,  (Departments of Interior and Agriculture, including the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service).  


The Fire Center requested assistance from the panel after two fatal aircraft accidents during this past wildfire season.  Three people died June 17th in a C-130A crash near Walker, CA, when the wings snapped off during flight.  Then two people died a month later when a PB4-Y airtanker crashed 45 miles northwest of Denver.  The PB4-Y was carrying 2,200 tons of fire retardant.    


The Blue Ribbon Panel’s charge was to identify key information for planning the safe and effective future of Federal aerial fire-fighting.  The panel reported findings in the areas of safety, operational effectiveness, training, contracting, and management of programs.


Panel members, which included Ken Johnson, former Executive Director of Canada’s Transportation Safety Board; Earl McKinney, Associate Professor, Bowling Green State University; and Bill Scott, Rocky Mountain Bureau Chief, “Aviation Week and Space Technology,” led six public town hall meetings with private industry contractors, entrepreneurs, and academia.  They also met with aviation professionals within the Federal and State firefighting agencies to look at problems and successes in the areas of airtankers (heavy, medium, and single-engine), leadplanes, Air Supervision Modules, helicopters, and Air Attack platforms.


As a result of the panel’s findings, Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth and BLM Director Kathleen Clarke directed immediate changes to the agencies’ firefighting programs, as follows:

· The Forest Service and BLM will no longer contract for the C-130A or PB4-Y aircraft as airtankers.  The agencies will be consulting with the FAA to develop a rigorous inspection and maintenance program for the other models of heavy airtankers to provide a greater margin of safety.  The agencies will continue to use only those aircraft that pass the inspection and follow the maintenance program.

· The Forest Service is suspending fire mission operations of 19 Government-owned P-58 Barons that are used as Lead Planes for airtankers and four Sherpa (Shorts 330) smokejumper aircraft,  pending evaluations of safety issues identified in the Blue Ribbon Panel’s report.

For a copy of the Blue Ribbon Panel’s “Report on Aerial Firefighting,” send an email to judith.lotz@gsa.gov.

NTSB Urges ICAP Agencies to Upgrade ELTs


Last year, NTSB published Safety Recommendations A-99-69 through -73 for the ICAP in the aftermath of a fatal 1997 crash of a Scenic Airlines Cessna 208B.  DOI had chartered the Cessna under Part 135.  In their recommendations, NTSB urges the Federal agencies to do the following:

· Equip all Government-owned aircraft with automatic emergency locator transmitters (ELT) that meet TSO C126 or equivalent.  Agencies should replace older ELTs as soon as possible—with the goal of upgrading any older ELTs at the time of their yearly inspections (passenger-carrying aircraft taking precedence over non passenger-carrying).  Until FAA changes the regulations, agencies should require their hired operators to comply with 14 CFR Part 91.207.

· Install FAA-approved crash-protected video data recording (VDR) systems on all Government turbine-powered aircraft that are not currently required to be equipped with crashworthy flight data recorder devices.

ICAP Conducts ARMS for

JPATS/Marshals Service


August 19 through 29, 2002, a team led by Bob Drake, FAA, conducted an Aviation Resource Management Survey (ARMS) for the Joint Prisoner and Alien Transportation Service (JPATS), Department of Justice.  During the 10-day survey, the team looked at all aspects of the JPATS’ air transportation operations.


If your agency would like to schedule an ARMS or get more information about the ARMS program, please call Chris Keyes (FAA) on 405-954-9187, christopher.h.keyes @faa.gov, or Mike Miles (GSA) on 202-219-1356, michael.miles @gsa.gov.

Safety Officers:

Apply Today for Your

ICAP Aviation Safety Officer Certificates

If you are an aviation safety officer for a Federal agency, you may be eligible to receive the Federal Aviation Safety Officer (ASO) certificate.  A Federal ASO certificate verifies that the holder has met the training and experience requirements of the Federal ASO Program.  Federal ASOs must renew their certificates every two years by demonstrating that they have had 16 classroom hours of recurrent training. 


For more information about the program, see the GSA/ICAP Website at www.gsa.gov/ aircraftpolicy or call or email Chris Keyes, FAA, on 405-954-9187, christopher.h. keyes@faa.gov, or Mike Miles (GSA), 

202-219-1356, michael.miles@gsa.gov.
Next TSI Aviation Safety Officer Course Offered 

in June 2003


To support the ICAP’s Federal Aviation Safety Officer training program, the Trans-portation Safety Institute (TSI) in Oklahoma City is offering a three-day Aviation Safety Officer course.  This course is especially targeted to the needs of Federal agencies’ safety programs and costs $450 per student.  Students who complete this course will have satisfied the training requirements for the Federal Aviation Safety Officer Certificate.   


Next dates for the course are June 24-26, 2003.  To register or for more information, call 405-954-7206, or go to the TSI Website at www.tsi.dot.gov.

ICAP Approves Adding Incidents Reportable to AAIRS


At their September 18th meeting, the ICAP approved the Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee’s (SSTS) recom-mendation that the Federal Aviation Accident and Incident Reporting System (AAIRS) be expanded to allow for non-mandatory reporting of more categories of incidents.  Until this vote, agencies had agreed to report to AAIRS only the accidents and incidents that they are required to report to NTSB.  


The SSTS believes that adding several reportable incidents to AAIRS will make the system a much more useful accident preven-tion tool for the agencies.  Reports of incidents to AAIRS will be “sanitized” to ensure anon-ymity.


The ICAP and GSA adopted AAIRS because safety information on Federal aviation is not readily retrievable from NTSB, making it difficult for the members of the Federal aviation community to calculate their accident rates and to obtain community-wide infor-mation on which to base their accident/ incident prevention programs.


The incidents proposed as additions to AAIRS are the following:

· Breaking, bending, or denting any part of the aircraft while on the ground (being taxied, pushed, or mechanically maneuvered with a tug, tow bar, etc.) while landing, taking off, or in the air

· Blowout of any tire during landing

· Bird strike

· Failure of any gyro-driven instrument

· Alternator failure

· Fuel exhaustion

· Engine failure

· Hot starts requiring inspection per operating manual

· Compressor stalls resulting in damage

· Failure of landing gear to extend

· Smoke in the cockpit

· Inadvertent IMC

· Overtorque (as defined by the aircraft manufacturer) requiring inspection

· Engine fire

· Exercising emergency authority to deviate from a FAR rule.

Bob Fabie (FBI), leader of a task group studying the AAIRS/incidents issues, will work with a small group to refine and finalize this listing.  For more information on AAIRS and the added reportable incidents, please call or email Bob on 703-632-4000 (rmf3860@erols.com) or Mike Miles at GSA on 202-219-1356 (michael.miles@gsa.gov).

NASA Testing Fractional

‘Ownership’

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is currently leasing fractions of two aircraft from Bombardier Flexjet in a Congressionally mandated fractional “ownership” test.  Because NASA is leasing rather than buying, “ownership” is not a technically accurate way to characterize their contract.  Their $2.7 million agreement with Bombardier is different from the standard commercial fractional ownership agreement in other ways as well:

NASA will have the use of ½ share of a Lear 31-A and 1/16 share of a Lear 60 over two years instead of the usual five years.  In addition, Flexjet has given NASA discounts on some of their fees.  Flexjet has agreed to have planes available within eight hours anywhere in the U.S.


NASA's Wallops Flight Facility serves as the program manager and dispatcher for the test.  NASA bought approximately 350 hours of flight time for the first year of this program and has allocated the majority of that time to its field centers around the country.  


At the conclusion of the two-year test, NASA will report to Congress on the results of the program.  For more information, please call Jamal Abbed or Jerry Johnson at NASA (202-358-2219 or 358-2326). 

HIAPER GV Delivered and Ready for Modifications


In June 2002, Gulfstream rolled out the “green” airframe for the National Science Foundation’s new High-Performance, Instru-mented, Airborne Platform for Environmental Research (HIAPER) GV.  The aircraft is currently getting a new test digital data record-er installed.  When that installation is com-plete, Gulfstream will fly the plane to South Carolina where Lockheed Martin will perform the infrastructure modifications needed to attach a variety of scientific instruments.  


NSF’s National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder, CO, is managing the $81.5 million HIAPER acquisition and will also operate the aircraft out of their Broomfield, CO, airport facility. HIAPER will perform environmental research missions that have been beyond the reach of the U.S. (and world) science community’s current airborne platforms.  


With a maximum range of 6,055 nm, maximum cruise altitude of 51,000 ft, maximum scientific payload of 6,600 lbs, and maximum takeoff weight of 90,500 lbs, the HIAPER GV will be able to cover a quarter of the Earth’s circumference in a single flight.  The plane will carry cutting-edge instruments to remote regions and stratospheric heights, “enabling progress on an enormous range of scientific questions.”


NSF plans for HIAPER to function as another “node” on the next-generation  Internet, making operational information and instrument data available in classrooms and lab-oratories around the globe.  The modified GV will be a unique resource for regional and global atmospheric chemistry research. 


NCAR expects to put HIAPER into operational service in 2005.  For more information, please call Dr. Jim Huning, NSF, 

703-292-4703.


‘For much of the world’s population, changes in air quality may represent the most immediate and most negative aspect of climate change…. Ironically, aircraft themselves, particularly emissions from commercial air traffic, represent a growing concern in air quality, chemistry, and climate change; accordingly, we require observations within and above air traffic lanes.’ 

(excerpted from the HIAPER Plan, NCAR)

Who Buys CAS?


The particular Federal agencies that hire commercial aviation services (CAS) may differ each year, depending on their needs.  However, through FAIRS, we know that agencies have reported 282 different CAS buying units, as follows:

· 194 different buying units in the Department of Agriculture have hired aircraft in the past three years.  These include, UDSA Headquarters, the National Resource Conservation Service, the Agricultural Research Service, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), and 10 regions of the U.S. Forest Service.  In addition, over 50 units in the Forest Service’s Federal Excess Personal Property (FEPP) program bought some CAS.

· 17 different units of the Department of Energy buy CAS.

· 15 different units of the Indian Health Service, HHS Headquarters, and the Public Health Service use CAS.

· The DEA, FBI, U.S. Border Patrol, and U.S. Marshals Service all buy CAS.

· Four units of the Department of State use commercial services.

· The DOI’s Office of Aircraft Services buys CAS for all eight of Interior’s bureaus.

· In Treasury, CAS buyers include Customs, the Secret Service, and Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire Arms.

· In DOT, in addition to HQ and FAA, CAS buyers include the Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Coast Guard, and the DOT Research & Special Programs Administration.

· Nine units in the Environmental Protection Agency hire aircraft/services.

· The 10 NASA research centers and NASA HQ all hire aircraft/services.

· Within the National Science Foundation, the National Center for Atmospheric Research and the Office of Polar Programs hire CAS.
· The Tennessee Valley Authority reports buying both fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters as CAS.
· Other CAS buyers include NOAA (Department of Commerce); HUD; FEMA; NTSB; and the U.S. Arctic Research Commission.
Centennial of Flight Celebration Begins 

December 17, 2002

Use the Logo!


The Centennial of Flight celebration officially began on December 17, 2002, with a kick-off ceremony at the National Air and Space Museum.  The celebration will continue all next year, ending with the 100th anni-versary of the Wright Brothers’ first powered flight at Kitty Hawk, NC, in December 2003.


Some of the ways that ICAP agencies can participate include the following:

· Using the Centennial’s logo on your aircraft (send an email to judith.lotz@ gsa.gov to request a copy of the artwork)

· Sending aircraft to the various flight shows connected with the Centennial.

· Developing a “History of Federal Aviation Timeline.”

· Developing a Federal aviation exhibit and brochure.

· Using Centennial events as recruiting opportunities and as opportunities to educate young people about Federal missions that require aircraft.

For more information on all the activities planned for the Centennial, see the Website at www.centennialofflight.gov.


The Communications Subcommittee can use your assistance in planning for our par-ticipation in this once-in-a-lifetime celebra-tion.  If you can help, please call or email Jamal Abbed (NASA) at 202-358-2219 or jabbed@hq.nasa.gov or Judy Lotz at 202-208-4101 or judith.lotz@gsa.gov.
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Communications Subcommittee to Meet Jan 23


The Communications Subcommittee is planning to meet on January 23, 2003, to elect a new chair.  During a call for nominations that closed in October, GSA received one nomination for that position.  At the meeting, the group will also continue their discussions on changes to the definition of public aircraft and on the ICAP’s participation in the Centennial of Flight celebration.

It’s Not Too Early to Plan for the Federal Aviation Awards!


At the Department of Energy’s request, GSA has decided that the period of perfor-mance for Federal Aviation Awards will cover the previous calendar year, rather than fiscal year.  This change is intended to make it easier for agencies to conduct their own internal awards programs and nominate their winners for the Federal awards.  So, the next awards will cover October 2001-December 2002.  Nominations will be due to GSA in July 2003, and we will hold an awards ceremony in September 2003.  Questions about the Federal Aviation Awards:  call or email Judy Lotz (202-208-4101, judith.lotz@gsa.gov).

Why Were They Chosen? 

Federal Aviation Award Winners for FY 2001

Federal Aviation Program Award


The Aircraft Operations Division, NASA Johnson Space Center, Houston, TX, won the Federal Aviation Program Award for FY 2001.  The Aircraft Operations Division supports the nation’s astronaut program, providing space flight readiness training for the nation’s 165-member astronaut corps.  The team also provides oversized air transpor-tation in their Aerospatiale B-377 “Super Guppy” and Boeing 747 Shuttle Carrier to ferry the space shuttles and carry satellites across the country.  Their other missions include moving personnel and equipment in support of the space station and performing high-altitude research for the international scientific community, flying the only two

WB-57 aircraft in existence.  Annually, the NASA Johnson aviation team puts in over 14,000 hours of flight time while maintaining one of the most impressive safety records in military or civil aviation.  

The FAA’s Flight Inspection Program Team in Oklahoma City, who received Honorable Mention, operates 33 uniquely equipped aircraft used to maintain and improve the national airspace system.  Their aircraft are modified with special sensors to test the signals that guide take-offs and landings at national airports and help pilots safely negotiate the airways.  The team schedules and inspects over 5,000 navigational aids, facilities, and procedures each year.  They were able to maintain on-time perfor-mance of their missions over 92% of the time in FY 2001.  The focus of their flight safety program is to weave safety awareness and continuous training and review into every aspect of their over-all program.
The Aircraft Operations Department of the Savannah River Site, Department of Energy, in Aiken, SC, also won Honorable Mention.  The Savannah River Site uses 

BK-117 helicopters to provide security for nuclear materials and to perform a number of second-dary missions, including forestry support.  The department frequently works in coordination with other Federal agencies operating in the region.  In FY 2001, the Savannah River Site Team took many actions to maintain and improve their already strong record for safe, effective, and efficient aviation operations.  Their standard is “zero accidents, incidents, or injuries,” and they met that standard again in FY 2001 as they have for the past 14 years.  Their record for mission effectiveness is equally good.  They were able to fly their required missions over 99% of the time during FY 2001.  In addition, they instituted an in-house helicopter inspection program and a sheet-metal repair facility, which have saved several hundred thousand dollars and reduced the time that their aircraft are down for maintenance. 
Federal Aviation Professional Award


Supervisory Special Agent Bob Fabie, FBI, winner of the Federal Aviation Professional Award for FY 2001, is the FBI’s Aviation Safety and Training Manager, stationed in Washington, DC.  Bob was singled out for his exceptional work in establishing and managing the FBI’s aviation safety program.  Bob chairs the FBI’s Aviation Safety Council, publishes their comprehensive aviation safety newsletter, developed their aviation hazard reporting system, and initiated standardized safety officer qualification and training for the Bureau.  In addition, he participates actively in the ICAP, leading the task force for the Federal Aviation Accident and Incident Reporting System (AAIRS) and the working group that is planning the first Federal Aviation Safety Conference.


Robert Naughton, Director of the Aircraft Operations Division at NASA’s Johnson Space Center, received Honorable Mention for his truly outstanding leadership of one of the nation’s premiere aeronautical organizations.  Under his direction, the division has seen a total transition to infor-mation technology in all aspects of manage-ment.  Bob has instituted innovative programs in all areas of NASA’s flight program—management, operations, maintenance, safety, and training.  A retired Navy Captain, Bob flew 6,000 hours and performed more than 700 carrier landings.  He completed 194 missions in Vietnam before he was shot down and became a prisoner of war for six years.  His last naval duty was as Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station Dallas.

New AIR Cards Issued

September 1, 2002


On September 1, 2002, the new Aviation Into-Plane Reimbursement (AIR) cards went into effect.  The AIR Card Program is sponsored by the Defense Energy Support Center (DESC) at DLA.  If you did not receive a replacement for your old card, would like to get a card, or have questions about the program, please call Marlene Hines at 

703-767-8496 or access the DESC Website at www.desc.dla.mil.  


If you need to change the information on your card, you should call AVCARD, the AIR Card contractor, at 410-771-2701.

New Look for GSA’s 

ICAP Website 


GSA’s ICAP Website, located at  http://www.gsa.gov/aircraftpolicy, has a new look.  GSA is in the process of revamping the agency’s presence on the Web.  The informa-tion in the ICAP site has not changed, but the intent is to make it easier to find.  When you need information on the ICAP or Federal aviation, please check out this site.
ICAP Calendar

January 2003

Communications Subcommittee Meeting: January 23, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Room G-241, GSA

February 2002

ICAP Meeting:  February 13, 

9:30-11:30 a.m., Room 5141-A, GSA 

Acquisition, Use, and Disposal Subcommittee Meeting:  February 12, 

9:30-11:30 a.m., Room G-225, GSA

Management Data and Systems Subcommittee Meeting:  February 12, 

1:00-3:00 p.m., Room G-225, GSA

Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee Meeting:  February 13, 

1:00-3:00 p.m., Room G-225, GSA

FAIRS Training:  For exact dates and locations in January, February, and March 2003, please call Bill Oller, 202-208-0519, bill.oller@gsa.gov.  Tentative dates include the following:  week of January 13, Kansas City (Marshals Service); 28-30 January, a class in Washington DC, area; February, northern Arizona (Indian Health Service).

‘All Purpose Briefing’

Available to ICAP Agencies


If you want to brief your customers and stakeholders or others in your agency on the role of Federal aviation and the purpose of the ICAP, you may use the “ICAP All Purpose Briefing.”  This is a modular Powerpoint presentation that is available on CD from GSA for all ICAP participants to present ‘as is’ or to adapt for their own purposes.  


The briefing describes the Federal aircraft fleet and gives the current status of Federal aviation.  It contains many photos of aircraft and covers the variety of missions and aircraft types used by the Federal Government.  It also outlines the composition, history, and activi-ties of the ICAP and describes GSA’s role.  


GSA developed and maintains the briefing.  For more information about the presentation, please call or email Judy Lotz on 202-208-4101, judith.lotz@gsa.gov.  We can use more good photos of all missions, particularly law enforcement.  

Personnel News
In the past several months, the ICAP has seen a number of  “hails and farewells” among the agencies’ personnel and at GSA:

· Lisa Blanchard, DOE’s Office of Aviation Management (formerly on the MTA staff at GSA), gave birth to a baby boy, Garrett Thomas, on December 5th.  Mother and baby are doing fine, and big brother Collin is taking it well!

· Arnie Sirk, GSA, Facilitator of the ICAP’s Acquisition, Use, and Disposal Subcommittee since 1997, retired on December 11th.  We miss Arnie, but wish him and his wife, Jeannine, Godspeed as they travel the highways in their Arnie-bago (LARGE motorhome).

· We extend a very warm welcome to Bob Sherouse, who has just joined GSA’s Aircraft Management Policy Division.  Bob is Arnie’s relief and will take over Arnie’s duties as facilitator of the AUD Subcommittee.  A recently retired Air Force LTCOL, Bob has a wealth of experience in aviation acquisition, logistics, and maintenance.  He has been EUCOM Team Chief for contingency planning at DLA; Maintenance Squadron Commander for the 89th Airlift Wing at Andrews AFB (Presidential and VIP support aircraft); and had responsibility for AF aviation logistical support services around the world, including operations in Somalia/Kenya, Saudi Arabia/Kuwait, and Bosnia, among other duties.

· We also welcome Joe Walker as the new ICAP member from NASA.  Joe, a former Coast Guard Captain and director of engineering for the USCG, was recently appointed Director of Aircraft Management at NASA HQ.  He replaces Gerry Brown, who is now heading aircraft operations at Langley Research Center.  

· Manny Figlia, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), has moved to a new job within DEA and will not be able to participate actively in the ICAP.  His relief as ICAP participant from DEA will be Steve Baston.

· Bill Sutherland, U.S. Customs, also has moved to a new duties within the Service, so Cavin Jones will serve as Customs’ ICAP alternate. 

Aviation News

‘Future of Aerospace’ 


The Commission on the Future of the Aerospace Industry issued its final report in November 2002.  The report outlined nine goals for aerospace reform and specified several aviation core competencies that that nation must address, including increased R&D at NASA and FAA.  The commission called for more inter-agency cooperation on aerospace projects.  To get a copy of the report go to www.aerospacecommission.gov/.

Homeland Security to ‘Blend’

Aviation Agencies

The new Department of Homeland Security, which will be the biggest new department since DoD, will incorporate parts of 20 agencies and eight cabinet-level departments.  DHS will employ more than 150,000 people and have a budget bordering on $38 billion.  The new Transportation Security Administration will move from DOT to DHS.  A number of ICAP agencies’ aviation programs will be affected.

FAA to Review Parts 135/125/91


FAA has put its proposed review of Parts 135 and 125 (and 119 and 91 as well) on hold because of budget difficulties.  FAA has been operating under a continuing resolution and so has not been able to convene a new com-mission to carry out this proposed review.

Office of Transportation Disaster Assistance in NTSB


NTSB has renamed its Office of Family Affairs to reflect its broad range of services.  The new name is Office of Transportation Disaster Assistance.

Aircraft Corrosion Costs Airlines 

$2 Billion a Year

A study published earlier this year by the Federal Highway Administration and the Corrosion Society reports that corrosion costs U.S. air carriers $2.2 billion a year:  

$200 million in design and manufacturing costs; $1.7 billion for corrosion maintenance; and $300 million in downtime.  Additional aviation-related corrosion costs come from maintaining fuel storage facilities, hangars, and airports.  The study did not include the costs of corrosion for general aviation aircraft or government-owned aircraft.  Copies of the report, “Corrosion Costs and Preventive Strategies in the United States,” are available from the National Technical Information Service, 5285 Port Royal Rd., Springfield, VA  22161.

Airworthiness Directives:  

A New Face


As a result of a new rule effective on August 21, 2002, FAA’s Airworthiness Directives (ADs) have a new look.  The FAA issues ADs when they become aware of unsafe conditions that affect a particular type of aircraft, propeller, or appliance and that are likely to exist or develop in other products of the same type design.  ADs impose a legal obligation on the aircraft owner to correct unsafe conditions.  ADs are published in the Federal Register as amendments to Part 39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR), but are not codified in the regular annual editions of the FAR.  

Alcohol Fuels:  

To Guzzle or Not to Guzzle? 


A Cessna Service Bulletin, dated October 2, 2002, warns Cessna aircraft users not to use AGE-85 (85% ethanol) in Cessna aircraft, including models 152, 172, and 182.  Use of the ethanol-based alternative fuel may damage certain components.


On October 10th, Embraer introduced the Ipanema aircraft, which runs on alcohol distilled from sugar cane.  The Ipanema is used as a crop duster.

University Aviation Association

Establishes ‘Serving Others’

Scholarship


The UAA announced in September 2002  that they are establishing the “Serving Others Scholarship” to honor the flight crew and passengers aboard American Airlines Flights 11 and 77 and United Airlines Flights 93 and 175 on September 11, 2001.


Anyone interested in contributing to the scholarship can send donations to the UAA, Attn:  Serving Others Scholarship Fund, 3410 Skyway Dr., Auburn, AL  36830.  The UAA will award the first scholarship at their con-ference October 22-25, 2003, in Dayton, OH.  The scholarships will recognize outstanding university students who are completing aviation-related degrees at UAA-member institutions.  Winners will demonstrate a commitment to serving and working with others through active, recognized service organizations (inside or outside aviation).

Pilots Must Carry Government-Issued ID When Flying


A U.S. pilot must now carry a gov-ernment-issued photo ID when flying.  Kinds of identification allowable include a valid driver’s license, Federal or State ID card, U.S. military ID card, or other credentials accepted by the FAA.  The new rule went into effect on October 28, 2002.  Pilots must present identification when asked by official repre-sentatives of the FAA, Transportation Security Administration, NTSB, or any law-enforcement agency.

Anti-Icing Requirements Final


On August 27, 2002, the FAA published a new rule in the Federal Register making two anti-icing interim rules permanent.  The interim rules, published in 1992 and 1993, outline requirements for anti-icing, deicing, and training procedures for Part 121, 125, and 135 operations.  Part 91 operators must follow two Advisory Circulars, AC 120-58 and AC 135-17, on large and small aircraft ground deicing.  

Interagency Committee for Aviation Policy (ICAP)

ICAP NOTES are published by the Aircraft Management Policy Division (MTA) of the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA).
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