Letter 3: Letter to the SHPO Outlining GSA's Identification Plans
Ms. Cynthia Ophs
Orebama State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of Planning and Land Use
106 Process Street
Nitsua, TO 106110 

Dear Ms. Ophs: 

As you know, the General Services Administration (GSA) is planning construction of a new headquarters building for the Southnorthern Regional Office of the Bureau of Dog and Pony Regulation (BDPR) in Fishfall. Pursuant to Section 800.4(a) of the regulations (36 CFR 800) implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), our historic preservation consultants, Bittner Sorenson Associates, have conducted background studies to assess what information we need in order to identify historic properties that may be affected by our proposed new construction. Bittner Sorenson has coordinated these studies with Merlan Little of your staff. A copy of Bittner Sorenson's report, "Background Study of Historic Property Potential for the new Bureau of Dog and Pony Regulation Building in East Antigua, Orebama," has been provided to Mr. Little in draft and final versions, the latter incorporating and addressing his comments. 

Based on environmental, economic, historic preservation, and program considerations, we have tentatively identified the Palomino Place site (the block bounded by Palomino Place, Yellowdog Street, Misty Road and Bull Terrier Blvd.) as our preferred alternative. Our review of background information pertinent to this site indicates that we should carry out the following further activities to identify historic properties subject to effect: 

1. The buildings facing Yellowdog Street, Palomino Place, Misty Road, and Bull Terrier Blvd. should be evaluated to determine whether they constitute all or part of a National Register-eligible historic district. 

2. Archeological testing should be conducted on the construction site itself to determine whether there are cultural deposits there representing the 19th century occupation of the block and/or prehistoric or early historic Senemanche village sites or cemeteries. 

We intend to task our contractor to proceed with these studies, supervised by appropriately qualified architectural historians and archeologists, in consultation with your office, the Fishfall Historic Preservation Office, and the Senemanche Tribe. A copy of our draft scope of work for this survey is enclosed for your reference. If you have any comments on our approach, we would appreciate hearing from you. To comment, or if there are any questions, please contact Dr. Lynn Pertula of my staff at 106-7800. 

Sincerely,

Gerald S. Appleton
Regional Administrator 

