Letter 6: Letter to the SHPO addressing eligibility for the National Register 

Ms. Cynthia Ophs
Orebama State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of Planning and Land Use
106 Process Street
Nitsua, TO 106110 

Dear Ms. Ophs: 

As you know, the General Services Administration (GSA) is planning construction of a new headquarters building for the Southnorthern Regional Office of the Bureau of Dog and Pony Regulation (BDPR) in Fishfall. We have conducted historical, architectural, and archeological studies of the preferred alternative Palomino site, in consultation with Merlan Little of your staff, the Fishfall Historic Preservation Society, and the Senemanche Tribe; Mr. Little has reviewed and commented favorably on our contractor's survey report, "Intensive Historic Properties Investigation of the Palomino Site" (Bittner Sorenson, May 1996). 

Based on the data presented in the report, we have applied the criteria for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4) to each possible historic property that might be affected by construction of this building on the preferred Palomino site. Our findings are as follows: 

The single-family homes and apartment buildings surrounding the construction site, together with the associated bank and school buildings, contribute to the character of a historic district that surrounds and includes the construction site and extends to an undetermined distance in all directions. The project site itself does not contribute to this district, being occupied by a surface parking lot. As a matter of convenience, we are calling this district the Ponypup Historic District. 

Our test excavations on the Palomino site indicate that the site contains archeological deposits representing both historic and prehistoric occupation of the site. These deposits have been assigned the number 53TO2097 in your state historic properties inventory. 

We believe that both the Ponypup Historic District and site 53TO2097 are eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, the former under 36 CFR 60.4(a) and (c), the latter under 36 CFR 60.4(a) and (d). The rationale for our determinations is spelled out in the Bittner Sorenson report. 

We also believe that the following characteristics contribute to the eligibility of the two properties referenced above: 

1. The Ponypup Historic District is primarily characterized by its streetscapes, building facades, and vistas along streets. Distinctive street furniture, notably the unusual rearing-horse motive employed in its street lights and signage, also contribute. The current use of the District, primarily for single-family residence and small-scale commercial (mostly consultant and attorney) activities also contributes to its character.

2. The historic archeological component of site 53TO2097 show evidence of association with 19th century houses of prostitution -- a component of the community's social system and economy that is virtually undocumented historically. The physical integrity of these deposits contributes markedly to their significance, because they make detailed study potentially productive. 

3. The prehistoric component of site 53TO2097 contains artifacts, burial remains, architectural features, and other attributes that promise to provide important information regarding the lifeways and prehistory of the Senemanche Tribe and its ancestors. The apparent presence of human burials in the site, as indicated by fragments of human bone, enhances the site's importance in the eyes of the Senemanche Tribe. As we understand it , it is the physical integrity of these remains, together with our policy for preserving them, that comprise the Tribe's major area of concern. We will, however, continue to consult with the tribe to resolve these and any other issues they may bring to us. 

Please advise us within 30 days whether you concur in the above determinations. If you do, we will be back in touch with you soon to apply the Criteria of Effect and Adverse Effect (36 CFR § 800.9). 

If you have any questions about this project, please contact Dr. Lynn Pertula of my staff at 106-7800. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald S. Appleton
Regional Administrator

