Letter 8: Documenting "No Effect" in an Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement 

3.4. Historic Resources 

The area within which construction on the Shetland-Sheepdog site could have effects on historic resources (properties included in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places) falls within the Upper Downtown Urban Renewal Area, where all buildings and structures were demolished in the 1960s as part of the Fishfall Urban Renewal Program As a result, there are no building, structures, or designed landscapes in the area that might be historic. The City Planning Department records indicate that the buildings were built directly on bedrock, with no basements. 

As part of his Master's Thesis in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Orebama, Nitsua, Don K. Nagata has produced a "predictive model" of prehistoric and historic settlements in the Antigua River Valley (D.K. Nagata: "Settlement Systematics in the Antigua River Valley: 5000 BC to 1900 AD," U. of Orebama, Nitsua 1990). This model suggests that the Shetland-Sheepdog site has low potential as the site of prehistoric or historic settlement. Furthermore, the records of the city Planning Department indicate that when the buildings on the Shetland-Sheepdog site were demolished, there foundations were bulldozed to bedrock, leaving little possibility that either historic or prehistoric sites could have survived. Background studies of other documentary sources and consultation with knowledgeable parties (Appendix 3-15) have not indicated the likelihood that any other historic properties exist in the vicinity of the project site. 

During consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Orebama State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) expressed concern about the impacts of increased traffic along Unicorn Avenue between the project site and the Murtagh Freeway. The SHPO was particularly concerned about traffic impacts on the East Waterworks Historic District (See Figure 3-22), a locally designated historic district whose eastern boundary is one block west of Unicorn Avenue. GSA's traffic study (See Section 3.5) indicates, however, that the increase in traffic along Unicorn Avenue that is attributable to operation of the BDPR building on the Shetland-Sheepdog site would be negligible, provided the building was designed with the parking garage opening onto both Stalking and Mongrel Streets in order to avoid concentrating traffic flow along Stalking Street toward Unicorn Avenue. The design of the garage is being altered accordingly. 

Based on the information summarized above, and in accordance with Section 800.5(c) of the regulations implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (36 CFR 800), GSA has determined construction of the BDPR building on the Shepherd-Sheepdog site, with the garage opening onto both Stalking and Mongrel Streets, will have no effect on historic properties. This environmental assessment will be provided to the Orebama SHPO, the East Waterworks Historic District Commission, and other interested parties in support of GSA's determination. 

