Letter 9: Letter to the SHPO transmitting a "no effect" determination in an Environmental Assessment 

Ms. Cynthia Ophs
Orebama State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of Planning and Land Use
106 Process Street
Nitsua, TO 106110 

Dear Ms. Ophs: 

As you know, the General Services Administration (GSA) is planning construction of a new headquarters building for the Southnorthern Regional Office of the Bureau of Dog and Pony Regulation (BDPR) on the Shetland-Sheepdog site in Fishfall. 

During consultation with Merlan Little of your staff, pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, Mr. Little expressed concern about the impacts of increased traffic along Unicorn Avenue between the project site and the Murtagh Freeway. Mr. Little was particularly concerned about traffic impacts on the East Waterworks Historic District.. We conducted a traffic study partially to address this concern; the study and its results are outlined in Section 3.5 of the enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA). This study indicated that the increase in traffic along Unicorn Avenue that is attributable to operation of the BDPR building on the Shetland-Sheepdog site would be negligible, provided the building was designed with the parking garage opening onto both Stalking and Mongrel Streets in order to avoid concentrating traffic flow along Stalking Street toward Unicorn Avenue. The design of the garage is being altered accordingly. 

Our studies of the Shetland-Sheepdog alternative for the BDPR building have indicated that no historic properties other than the East Waterworks Historic District exist in the vicinity. Since traffic effects on the Historic District are no longer an issue, GSA has determined, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.5(c), that construction of the BDPR building on the Shepherd-Sheepdog site, with the garage opening onto both Stalking and Mongrel Streets, will have no effect on historic properties. The rationale for our determination is outlined in Section 3.4 of the enclosed EA, which we have also sent to the East Waterworks Historic District Commission, and other interested parties. 

We request your concurrence in this determination. Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.5(c), if we do not hear from you within 15 days we will assume that you concur. If there are any questions, please contact Dr. Lynn Pertula of my staff at 106-7800. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald S. Appleton
Regional Administrator 

