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Categorization of Government Information

In March 2004, the teleconference group listened to a presentation by Sheila Campbell on the Interagency Committee on Government Information (ICGI).  ICGI was established as part of the E-Government Act of 2002.  The Act requires the ICGI to consult with interested communities; conduct studies and submit recommendations to OMB and NARA; and to share effective practices for access to, dissemination of, and retention of Federal information.  The Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group of the ICGI is developing recommendations to OMB to improve how government information is organized

The CGI WG charge is to develop an approach to categorizing government information, that includes, but is much broader than federal web content.  The group will develop: 1) definitions of which government information should be categorized (including pre-web collections; 2) open standards for persistent identifiers for this information (documents, records, data sets, etc.) over time; and 3) open standards for electronic searching.

Just as citizens shouldn’t need to know the structure of government to find services they need, they shouldn’t need to know the underlying structure of how government information is organized to find the documents, records or data sets they need.  The implications are far-reaching.  Intergovernmental initiatives in the future will discover readily, the sharable data and information sets that support collaboration.

The CGI WG is comprised of members representing Federal librarians, Government Printing Office, Administrative Office of the US Courts, Federal Enterprise Architecture Program, Federal Geospatial Data Consortium, CENDI (interagency group representing science and technical information managers from 11 agencies) and the GSA Office of Intergovernmental Solutions.

The CGI WG would like to get the word out to state, local and tribal governments to encourage their involvement in this initiative.  In particular, the group would like input from state and local librarians during the beginning stages of the process. 

The meetings are open to the public and include teleconferencing.  Public documents, including work plans, minutes, and meeting schedules of the three ICGI WGs (Electronic Records Policy, Web Content Management, and Categorization of Government Information) are available at: http://www.cio.gov/documents/ICGI.html and http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cgiwg/.

In summary, by December 17 the CGI WG will provide recommendations to OMB on:

· The adoption of standards, which are open to the maximum extent feasible, to enable the organization and categorization of Government information in a way that is searchable electronically, including by searchable identifiers; and in ways that are interoperable across agencies;

· The definition of categories of Government information which should be classified under the standards; and

· Determining priorities and developing schedules for the initial implementation of the standards by agencies

Susan Turnbull, Office of Intergovernmental Solutions, susan.turnbull@gsa.gov, 202-501-6214
Marketing to Citizens

The Council for Excellence in Government is helping OMB and the initiative owners examine what current utilization is of various web services.  The Council will be looking at what the current utilization is and what it should be, the metrics involved and will suggest ideas for outreach efforts to drive up utilization.  Citizens want to use e-gov websites for ease and access but are often not aware of what is available to them.    The initiative will develop ways to educate the public as what is available.

Privacy in the State of NY

Several existing privacy laws in NYS were discussed such as the Personal Privacy Protection Law; Internet Security and Privacy Act; various FOIL exceptions; and medical or other issue-specific state law privacy, and the fact that there has not been any prominent statutory or regulatory initiatives enacted within the past year or so.  John Cody also discussed recent activity such as:

· The NYCLU's and others' involvement in seeking local government

resolutions calling for privacy-protective changes to the Patriot Act;

· Recent bills introduced in NYS to limit the use of social security

numbers as identifiers;

· NYS's efforts to implement HIPAA privacy;

· The absence of any NYS bills introduced concerning RFID; and

· The distinct lack of a privacy focus in the NYS offshoring bills which

have recently been introduced (unlike the focus at the federal level).

There was also a brief discussion about how there are two schools of thought as to whether a "federated" authentication system provides greater or lesser privacy protections.

It was noted that the NYS CIO Council has an identity management discussion-taking place in Albany, NY on Friday 5/14/04.

Federal officials stated that they hear frequently about privacy issues but it seems to be a repetitive perspective coming from the same national privacy associations within the Beltway.  Promoting security in some instances may be difficult to reconcile with privacy.  An ongoing discussion of what is happening at the state and local level is crucial.  Two specific issues raised in this context were RFID tags, and identity management.

For additional information please contact John Cody at John.Cody@oft.state.ny.us. 

Updates in DHS

Tom Bold, CIO Industry Liaison in the Department of Homeland Security, described the fields on the new Product and Service Information Site that has been launched by DHS to harvest industry's best ideas for protecting America from terrorism.  He also explained the Homeland Security Information Technology Evaluation Program that DHS will announce in early June.  Further, he shared with the audience the main components of DHS's outreach to small business via DHS's online resource, "Open for Business."  For additional information Tom can be reached at Thomas.Bold@dhs.gov.

North American Day

The fourth annual North American Day meeting brought together top IT officials of the United States, Mexico and Canada to discuss pressing issues of mutual concern.  The meeting allowed for the sharing of knowledge, the identification of emerging IT issues, and the development of ongoing relationships among government officials of the three countries.  The participants convened April 21-23, 2004, in Quebec, Canada and explored a broad array of leading-edge topics including:

· Mexico’s e-Governance Framework and plans for developing and implementing e-Mexico;

· Opportunities and tools for improving interjurisdictional cooperation in Canada; and,

· The role Intergovernmental Collaboration has played in advancing electronic government in the US.

