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Welcome and Introductions

Martha Dorris welcomed everyone to the teleconference.  Martha then informed the group that Dan Chenok is leaving the government to enter the private sector after many years of federal service. .  The group spent a few moments saying goodbye and wished him well in his new endeavors. 

Geospatial Onestop

Governments at all levels need current, accurate, easily accessible, and nationally consistent geospatial information to fulfill their missions. This project provides standards and models for the geospatial framework data content; and creates an interactive index to geospatial data holdings at the federal and non-federal levels; initiates interaction between federal, state, and local agencies about existing and planned spatial data collections.  For more information, visit http://www.geodata.gov or contact the Program Manager, Hank Garie at Hgarie@usgs.gov.

Establishment of a Contract Vehicle for Interoperable Geospatial Portal Components

The Federal Enterprise Architecture envisions a major change from current practice in the deployment of IT applications. To enhance re-use and interoperability, agencies are directed to move toward a component-based, service-oriented architecture. The geospatial community has already been moving in this direction for some years
and is now poised to make this approach real by turning the abstract concepts into actual procurement language.

The U.S. Federal Government intends to create a set of indefinite quantity/ indefinite delivery contracts for Interoperable Geospatial Portal Components. The contracts
will be available for organizations at all levels of government to acquire interoperable, standards-based geospatial components for use in portals and other applications. The contracts will be awarded to multiple contractors supplying comparable services and products, at varying prices. Buyers will order products and services directly from any of the contractors and prices will carry the same or better discounts than the contractor's best customers.

The technical specifications for the set of contracts will define components of a geospatial portal that is easy to use, component-based, services-oriented, and
interoperable where standardized services are defined. For example, a contract item for the equivalent of software comprising the current Federal "Geodata.Gov" portal would include several software product components, such as Mapping Client/Server, Feature Client/Server, and Resource Catalog Client/Server/Update. Government interoperability standards and other compliance requirements also will be specified by component.
 
The initiative details are posted online for comment at http://www.fgdc.gov/geoportal

Information Security: Education and Awareness

NACo is working on an Information Security Education & Awareness Program for county governments. I met with John Thompson, CEO for Symantec, at the Symantec CIO Summit held on November 4th. According to John, 60% of people with a broadband Internet connection do not have a firewall. In addition, he stated that 60% of people with a broadband Internet connection do not have updated virus definition files. John stated that the problem is particularly dire with small businesses. I believe this problem is also dire with small county governments. I intend to verify that in the NACo E-Gov Survey which will go out to all counties in the next couple of weeks. John also stated that the time from discovery to outbreak has shortened greatly. For example, Blaster used a well-known Microsoft security flaw that had been announced only 26 days before Blaster was released.

Considering such vulnerabilities, NACo considers Information Security a major priority for county governments. The NACo IT Committee, which consists of county CIO's, county elected officials, and corporate technology members, will conduct educational workshops to make county members aware of these threats. Also, NACo is working with Symantec, a NACo corporate technology member, to provide low-cost bundled products
to small counties.

OIS Updates

Since June 1997, the GSA Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (OIS) has published a comprehensive intergovernmental solutions newsletter that identifies trends in the use of information technology around the world.  Each edition focuses on a single, hot-at-the-moment topic and highlights stories from Federal, State, local and international governments, as well as industry, nonprofits and academia.  The next newsletter will cover citizen services and the use of Citizen Relationship Management (CRM) for electronic government (E-Gov).  The newsletter is published on our website at www.gsa.gov/intergov, scroll down the left side and click on Publications Library.

Darlene Meskell reiterated her thanks to the group for their willingness to help spread the word about FirstGov.gov.  The one-page piece sent out with the September minutes is attached for those who need it.  We would greatly appreciate it if those who have not already done so would distribute it widely among their networks and encourage their colleagues to link to FirstGov.gov on their home page.

Hot Topics

The National Electronic Commerce Coordinating Council (NECCC) just held their 7th Annual Conference “Crossing Boundaries for Better Government:  Moving from Ideas to Results” November 17 through 19 in Raleigh Durham.  For more information on that conference please go to their website at http://www.ec3.org/.
Waiting for Info from VON.   Identity Conferences - A National Authentication Conference being developed – panels on stakeholder perspectives December 11:00 beginning – Info from Von

The Office of Intergovernmental Solutions has developed a master calendar of conferences.  That calendar is attached to these notes.  Please look it over and feel free to make additions and corrections.  

Congratulations were offered to Dave Molchany who was selected one of Governing magazines top ten public officials.

The OMB Authentication Guidance should be final in the next couple weeks.   There will be four levels of assurance when the federal government works with other entities. 

The Association For Federal Information Resources Management (AFFIRM) will be holding a luncheon December 18th at the George Washington Marvin Center, 3rd Floor Ballroom, 800 21stStreet, NW Washington, DC.  The speaker will be Karen Evans, Administrator E-Gov and Technology, OMB who will give a status update on the E-Gov initiatives and the current e-gov priorities of the Administration.  For further information please go to their website at http://www.affirm.org/Home.asp.

No December meeting.  We will reconvene in January.

Happy Holidays! 


