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Federal Aviation Awards

Nominations Are Due on

July 11, 2003

GSA Announces New

Award Categories

GSA put out a call for nominations for the third annual Federal Aviation Awards on April 11, 2003.  We have distributed the awards nomination package by e-mail, and you can also find the package on GSA’s webpage at www.gsa.gov/ aircraftpolicy.  In addition, we will be mailing out information.  

In this call for nominations, GSA announced some changes to the program, based on input from ICAP participants, judges’ comments, and recommendations from the ICAP’s Communications Subcommittee.  These changes include the following:

· Federal Aviation Program Awards:

Federal agencies’ programs differ greatly in size with some bureaus and sub-agencies owning only a couple of aircraft and some owning 200 aircraft.  To even the playing field for the awards, we are dividing the Federal Aviation Program Award into a Large Program Award and a Small Pro-gram Award.  Winners in each of these categories will receive an award of $1,500.


Your agency/bureau has a large program if you (1) own more than 20 aircraft or (2) own more than 20 aircraft and you also hire commercial aviation services (CAS).  


Your agency has a small program if you (1) own 20 or fewer aircraft; (2) own 20 or fewer aircraft and you also hire CAS; or (3) you only hire CAS.

· Federal Aviation Professional Awards:

To level the playing field for the Federal Aviation Professional Award, we are dividing the award into the following categories:  

Managerial/Official and Operational/ Support Crew.  Winners in each of these categories will also receive cash awards of $1,500.


A professional falls in the managerial/ official category if he/she is a leader of your program and works in a position of responsi-bility in management and administration.  Such a person may also have an operational role, but under this award category you may nominate him/her for accomplishments in leadership and management.


A professional falls in the operational/ support crew category if he/she is a pilot or other member of your air or ground flight crews, is a member of your maintenance team, is a member of your contracting team, or fills any other support position for your program.  Such a person may also have a leadership or management role, but under this award category you may nominate him/her for accomplishments in operations and support.

· Period of Performance:

At the request of participating agencies, we have changed the period of performance for the awards to the calendar year (from the fiscal year).  To catch up from the last cycle, the period of performance for these new awards will be October 1, 2001, to December 31, 2002. 

Get Ready for the

FIRST Federal

Aviation Safety Officer Workshop


Federal Aviation Safety Officers (ASOs) and program managers are urged to attend the first ever Federal Aviation Safety Officer Workshop, which will be held August 12-14, 2003, at the NASA-Ames Moffett Field Conference Center in Mountain View, CA.  Deadline for registration is July 1, 2003.


GSA and the ICAP’s Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee are sponsoring this workshop to provide an unprecedented educational opportunity for Federal aviation safety officials to learn from each other and from guest speakers and instructors.  The goal of this educational experience will be to foster those safe practices that lead to reduced accidents and incidents.  


You should attend this event if you are--

· Your agency’s ICAP representative or alternate.

· Your agency’s/bureau’s ASO.

· Designated to attend by your agency’s ICAP representative or national ASO.

Attendees should be knowledgeable about and able to address openly the components of their aviation safety programs.  They should be in a position to influence changes in their organizations that will lead to enhancing the safety of both owned and hired aircraft operations.  A part of the conference agenda will be devoted to developing strategies for improving the safety of commercial aviation service (CAS) aircraft operations. 


The agenda will also include a keynote address by John J. Goglia, member of the National Transportation Safety Board.  

Mr. Goglia is the first board member to hold an FAA aircraft mechanic’s certificate.  Other highlights of the planned program include briefings by the Federal Aviation Awards winners and a report from U.S. Forest Service and DOI on the Blue Ribbon Panel’s report on Firefighting Aviation.


To register for the workshop, go to GSA’s webpage at www.gsa.gov/ aircraftpolicy, and look for the “Federal ASO Workshop” link.  You may also call or 

e-mail Mike Miles at GSA (202-219-1356 or michael.miles@gsa.gov.)  For your convenience, a registration form is attached to these NOTES.  (Each attendee will be charged a workshop fee of about $200.)

GAO Begins an Audit of

Federal Aircraft Oversight


Inspectors from the General Accounting Office (GAO) visited GSA on March 12, 2003, for the first of two meetings with GSA’s Aircraft Management Policy Division (MTA).  Apparently this new audit originated with Senator Susan Collins of Maine, who wrote to GAO on behalf of the Senate’s Committee on Governmental  Affairs requesting an investigation of Federal aircraft oversight.


GAO’s correspondence with GSA announcing the audit said that its purpose is to determine to what extent GSA and the responsible agencies are cost effectively and safely managing Government aircraft.  GAO’s letter states that their inspectors will be conducting a multi-agency review, covering not only GSA but several other agencies as well.


At the meeting with GSA on March 12th, MTA gave the inspectors a high-level overview of Federal aviation missions, aircraft inventory status, and GSA’s role in making policy for aircraft management.  On March 19th, the inspectors returned to GSA for a briefing specifically on the Federal Aviation Interactive Reporting System (FAIRS).

Since the beginning of March, we are aware that the GAO inspectors have also visited the FAA, NTSB, U.S. Forest Service, and the Department of Justice.

FY 2002 FAIRS Report

Is Now Available


GSA published the “Report on the Status of U.S. Government Aircraft for FY 2002,” i.e., the FAIRS Report, in late April 2003.  This report contains data and analysis on the Federal aircraft inventory, cost and hours for Federal aircraft, and cost and hours for commercial aviation services (CAS) aircraft in FY 2002.  GSA owes this report to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) annually.  Despite some missing data, we believe that this FY 2002 report is the most accurate and complete assessment that we have been able to compile to date.  Thanks to all the hard-working folks in the FAIRS-using agencies who gathered, entered, and approved the data.  For a copy of the report, please send an e-mail to Judy Lotz at judith.lotz@gsa.gov.

Federal Aviation Performance Measures 

Study Update


In conjunction with the ICAP’s Acquisition, Use, and Disposal (AUD) Subcommittee, GSA has begun a study to help agencies identify aviation performance measures and benchmarks.  The first phase of the study, which is focused on measures of efficiency, has involved a review of the FY 2001 data reported to FAIRS.  GSA hired Conklin and deDecker to perform this review with the goal of determining if the data in FAIRS is appropriate for use in measuring performance.  Conklin and deDecker may also make some recommen-dations to GSA for changing FAIRS to make its output more useful for performance measurement.


The second phase of the study will focus on effectiveness measures, specifically availability and reliability.  GSA and Conklin and deDecker have developed a survey to collect information on the agencies’ current measures for availability.  Conklin and deDecker distributed this survey for us at the end of April.


Why are we doing this study?  The Administration (through the Office of Management and Budget) is encouraging  agencies to use performance measures in compliance with the “Government Performance Reporting Act” of 1993.  Through FAIRS, we collect some of the data that agencies need to measure their perfor-mance, e.g., hours flown and operating costs, but the ICAP agencies have not been reporting any data for availability or reliability.  This study is intended to help the community, and GSA, get a handle on the types of efficiency and effectiveness measures that agencies are using and to assess the usefulness of FAIRS data.


This Performance Measures Study is a follow-on to an initial study that the AUD Subcommittee conducted with GSA in 1997.

For more information about the study, call Pete Zuidema at GSA, 202-219-1377, peter.zuidema@gsa.gov, or Bob Sherouse, GSA, 202-208-0521, robert.sherouse @gsa.gov.
Acquisition, Use, and Disposal Subcommittee to

Meet June 18th

The ICAP’s Acquisition, Use, and Disposal Subcommittee will meet on June 18, 2003, 1:00-3:00 p.m., in Room G-225, GSA Central Office.  For more information, call or e-mail Bob Sherouse, GSA (202-208-0521), or Roger Stickley (FAA), AUD Chair, (405-954-6437, Roger_D_Stickley @faa.gov).

See New Aircraft Regulation and New CAG at www.gsa.gov/aircraftpolicy
The long-expected new 41 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 102-33, “Management of Government Aircraft,” was published in the Federal Register on November 6, 2002.  This new regulation supercedes most of 41 CFR 101-37.  

Subparts 101-37.1 (definitions relating to travel on Government aircraft) and 101-37.4 (specific rules relating to travel on Government aircraft) will continue to be in effect until GSA can add this guidance to the Federal Travel Regulation (FTR) (parts 301-10 and 301-70).

You can get a copy of the new 41 CFR 102-33 at www.gsa.gov/aircraftpolicy; go to the “GSA’s Aircraft Regulation” link.   You may also request a copy from Judy Lotz at GSA (judith.lotz@gsa.gov). 


In November 2002, GSA also published the newly revised “U.S. Government Aircraft Cost Accounting Guide,” (CAG).  The centerpieces of the new CAG are correlation matrices that cross-reference a set of generic Federal Government Aircraft Cost Elements with the cost elements in FAIRS, OMB Circulars A-126 and A-76, and the categories of the U.S. General Chart of Accounts.  Understanding how the cost elements described in FAIRS and these various regulatory documents relate to each other is eye opening, and we hope that the correlation matrices will be helpful to all agencies.


The accounting principles described in the CAG are based on the U.S. Standard General Ledger System and the U.S. Budget Object Class Code.  Any Federal agency should be able to adapt the system described in the CAG.

To get a copy of the new CAG, please go to www.gsa.gov/aircraftpolicy and find “Publications of Interest” (the “U.S. Government Aircraft Cost Accounting Guide” link), or call or e-mail Judy Lotz, 202-208-4101 or judith.lotz@gsa.gov.

FAIRS Operations and Training News


In March 2003, we at GSA renewed our contract with DynCorp, which is now owned by Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC).  David Redding and Kevin Appleton of DynCorp (CSC) assist us in maintaining and upgrading the system and also man the Help Desk. 


If you or someone in your agency needs basic FAIRS training, please call Bill Oller on 202-208-0519.  If your agency wants on-site training, Bill can help arrange that for you.  Now that agencies have three years’ worth of data in FAIRS, the value of FAIRS’ Business Objects query tool is becoming more obvious.  A number of agencies have asked for in-depth training on Business Objects.  Bill is happy to provide that or training in any of the other manage-ment/decision tools associated with FAIRS.  


For the past three years, GSA has paid for the management/decision tools that come with FAIRS, i.e., Janes’ On-line, the World Aviation Directory, the Aircraft Bluebook On-line, etc.  In FY 2003, we will be sharing those costs with aircraft-owning agencies.  The Management Data and Systems Subcommittee agreed with this plan and with the payment schedule.  GSA will put out information in the near future on how this new process will work.  If you have questions, please call Bill Oller at GSA (202-208-0519) or Marlene Pratt (FAA), Chair of the MDS Subcommittee, at 

405-954-6273.


The ICAP’s Management and Data Subcommittee will meet next on June 18th at 9:30 a.m. in Room G-225.  

REMINDER:  Second Quarter 

FY 2003 FAIRS data is due by June 30, 2003.  If you need help of any kind with FAIRS, please call Bill Oller on 202-208-0519 (bill.oller@gsa.gov).

New Regulations for Travel on Government Aircraft Are

In Development


Revised policies for travel on Govern-ment aircraft, written in question-and-answer, plain language format, will soon be published in the Federal Travel Regulation (FTR), Parts 301-10 and 301-70.  Currently, these rules are still part of the old Aircraft Regulations (41 CFR 101-37.4 and definitions).  


When GSA rewrote the Federal Aircraft Regulations and published the new version in 41 CFR 102-33, we decided, with advice from the ICAP’s Management Data and Systems Subcommittee and with OMB’s concurrence, to separate out the policy for “management of Government aircraft” from the policy for “management of travel on Government aircraft.”  All travel-related rules will be included in the FTR in the future.

REMINDER:   Information for the Senior Federal Travel Report was due to GSA on March 31, 2003.  Agencies must report information semi-annually on the senior Federal officials and non-Federal travelers who fly on their Government aircraft.  The next deadline is September 30, 2003.  Please send reports to Calvin Pittman in GSA’s Travel Management Policy Division (MTT), Room G-219, 1800 F Street, NW, Washington, DC  20405.  For more information, you can call Calvin on 202-501-0484 (calvin.pittman@gsa.gov).  

ICAP to Meet on June 19th;

Last Meeting Was in February


The ICAP will hold its next meeting on June 19, 2003, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Room 5141-B at GSA’s Central Office in Washington, DC.  GSA will send out a proposed agenda for that meeting in May.    


The full committee met last on February 13, 2003, at GSA.  Topics on the agenda included a presentation on a “Strategy and Architecture for National Personnel Recovery” from representatives of the Institute for Defense Analyses; a briefing from Ron Hanks (USFS) on the Blue Ribbon Panel’s report on Federal aerial fire fighting; an update on NASA’s fractional ownership test program from Jamal Abbed (NASA); a progress report on FAIRS from Bill Oller (GSA); a report from Pete Zuidema (GSA) on the new Federal Aviation Performance Measures Study; an introduction to GSA’s Federal Premier Lodging program by Rick Freda (GSA); and reports from each subcommittee.

Self-Certification?

Safety Subcommittee Looks at New Program as Follow-on to the ‘ICAP Safety Standards Agreement’


The ICAP’s Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee (SSTS) is starting a new program to help agencies take the next step in “raising the bar” on safety in Federal aviation.  A couple of years ago, 15 ICAP agencies signed the “ICAP Safety Standards Agreement,” voluntarily consenting to use the ICAP’s “Safety Standards Guidelines for Federal Flight Programs” to develop or revise their own agency-specific standards.  In addition, the agencies agreed to set up a schedule of self-generated, but independent inspections of their programs.


We know that agencies have implemented the “Safety Standards Agreement,” but the ICAP has done nothing formal to verify and recognize compliance with the Agreement and the Guidelines.  The SSTS is considering a new, voluntary initiative to allow signers of the Agreement to self-certify that they are doing the following:

· Complying with their own agency-developed standards based on the ICAP’s Safety Standards Guidelines (or with the FAR or a standard military program).

· Conducting independent surveys/ inspections regularly.

· Implementing a safety program.

· Following agency-adopted operations and maintenance manuals.

· Conducting a training program.

· Reporting to FAIRS as required by regulation..


The SSTS members are taking the program plan for review and comment.  GSA will also need to get legal approval for this program.  For more information, call Chris Keyes (FAA), SSTS Chair on 

405-954-5460, or Mike Miles (GSA) on 202-219-1356.

GSA Renews BPA for A-76s


Just a reminder that GSA has renewed our Blanket Purchase Agreement (BPA), which Federal agencies can use as a contract vehicle to get assistance for aviation life-cycle planning and cost accounting.  Over the past five years many agencies have taken advantage of this BPA to do A-76 studies for aircraft acquisition and justification and to obtain other aviation management and analysis services.  For more information, call or e-mail Bob Sherouse, GSA, at 202-208-0521 or robert.sherouse@gsa.gov.

Exchange/Sales in FY 2003


So far in FY 2003, GSA has approved one exchange/sale transaction for the FAA to sell three Hawker-800 aircraft and use the proceeds toward a Challenger CL-600 aircraft.  Also, we have researched exchange-sale queries for the Air Force, Navy, and DEA.  Currently, we are working an exchange/sale request from the U.S. Marshals Service to sell eight aircraft.  For information on requesting a waiver from GSA to exchange or sell an aircraft, call or e-mail Bob Sherouse, GSA, at 202-208-0521 or robert.sherouse@gsa.gov.
Safety Officers:

Apply Today for Your

ICAP Aviation Safety Officer Certificates

If you are an aviation safety officer for a Federal agency, you may be eligible to receive the Federal Aviation Safety Officer (ASO) certificate.  A Federal ASO certificate verifies that the holder has met the training and experience requirements of the Federal ASO Program.  Federal ASOs must renew their certificates every two years by demonstrating that they have had 16 classroom hours of recurrent training.  Currently, 57 Federal Aviation Safety Officers have been earned their certificates. 


For more information about the program, see the GSA/ICAP Website at www.gsa.gov/ aircraftpolicy or call or 

e-mail Chris Keyes, FAA, on 405-954-9187, christopher.h. keyes@faa.gov, or Mike Miles (GSA), 202-219-1356, michael. miles@gsa.gov.
ICAP Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee to Meet on June 19th

The ICAP’s Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee is scheduled to meet at 1:00 p.m. on June 19th after the ICAP meeting.  The subcommittee has many programs in the works, including the upcoming Federal Aviation Safety Officer Workshop and the new Safety Self-Certification initiative.  For information, call or e-mail Chris Keyes, FAA, on 

405-954-9187, christopher.h.keyes@faa. gov, or Mike Miles (GSA), 202-219-1356, michael. miles@gsa.gov.
TSI Aviation Safety Officer Course to Be Offered 

June 24-26


The Transportation Safety Institute (TSI) will offer the next Federal Aviation Safety Officer Course on June 24-26, 2003,  in Oklahoma City.  To support the ICAP’s Federal Aviation Safety Officer training program, TSI developed this three-day course especially targeted to the needs of Federal agencies’ safety programs.  Students who complete this course will have satisfied the training requirements for the Federal Aviation Safety Officer Certificate.   


The course costs $450 per student.  To register or for more information, call 405-954-7206, or go to the TSI Website at www.tsi.dot.gov.

Communications Subcommittee to 

Meet May 15th


The Communications Subcommittee is planning to meet on May 15, 2003 (9:30-11:30 a.m., Room G-225, GSA) for a workshop on the ICAP’s Centennial of Flight participation.  As part of our celebration, we want to develop a Federal aviation timeline, showing how the various agencies developed their aviation programs over the last 100 years.  For information, call or e-mail Jamal Abbed (NASA) at 202-358-2219 or jabbed@hq.nasa.gov or 

Judy Lotz at 202-208-4101 or judith.lotz @gsa.gov.
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Wright Flyer Replica Unveiled


The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) has sponsored reconstruction of the 1903 Wright Flyer in honor of the centennial of the Wright brothers’ first flight.  EAA unveiled the new, exact replica at a ceremony in mid-March at Washington National Airport in Washington, DC.  Ford Motor Company, Microsoft Flight Simulator, and Eclipse Aviation also are helping to sponsor the replica. 


The Wright Experience, an aircraft restoration company in Warrenton, VA, built the Flyer replica, which weighs 605 pounds and is made of wood, steel, and muslin.  The aircraft will tour the country this summer, going to Sun N Fun in Florida, the EAA convention in Oshkosh, WI, and the NBAA Convention in Orlando.  Then veteran test pilots will attempt to recreate the first powered flight at 10:35 a.m. on December 17, 2003, at Kill Devil Hills, NC. 

Centennial of Flight Celebration Is in Full Swing

Use the Logo!


The Centennial of Flight celebration officially began on December 17, 2002, with a kick-off ceremony at the National Air and Space Museum.  The celebration will continue all this year, ending with the 100th anniversary of the Wright brothers’ first powered flight at Kitty Hawk, NC, in December 2003.


Some of the ways that ICAP agencies can participate include the following:

· Using the Centennial’s logo on your aircraft (send an email to judith.lotz@ gsa.gov to request a copy of the artwork)

· Sending aircraft to the various flight shows connected with the Centennial.

· Using Centennial events as recruiting opportunities and as opportunities to educate young people about Federal missions that require aircraft.

· Pilots who want to participate in the “50 Flags to Kitty Hawk” program can get applications from the EAA Website at www.eaa.org.  One pilot from each state will be chosen to take his/her state flag to Kitty Hawk to fly at the National Memorial.  Deadline for applications is May 1, 2003.  

For more information on all the activities planned for the Centennial, see the Website at www.centennialofflight.gov or call or 

e-mail Jamal Abbed (NASA) at 202-358-2219 or jabbed@hq.nasa.gov or Judy Lotz (GSA)  at 202-208-4101 or judith.lotz@gsa.gov.

Ruling from State Department on Eligibility for ‘State Aircraft’ Designation


On March 31, GSA received a ruling from the Department of State on the eligibility of scientific research aircraft to fly internationally as “state aircraft.”  This ruling says that public aircraft (i.e., uncertificated aircraft) operated by NASA, NOAA, and NSF may fly as “state aircraft” if those agencies seek appropriate diplomatic clearances before each flight.


The Chicago Convention, which sets up the ICAO agreement, says that the only uncertificated aircraft that may fly internationally are “state aircraft.”  They define “state aircraft” as military, police, or customs aircraft.  The State Department, in their ruling to GSA and in an earlier ruling to NASA in 1994, says that this definition is descriptive and not inclusive and that the State Department will consider scientific research flights to fall into this category along with military, police, and customs.  For more information, call or e-mail Judy Lotz (GSA) at 202-208-4101 or judith. lotz@gsa.gov.

ICAP Calendar
For information about the ICAP schedule, you can also go to

www.gsa.gov/aircraftpolicy,

and look for the “ICAP Calendar” link. 

MAY 2003
Communications Subcommittee Meeting: May 15, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Room G-225, GSA

JUNE 2003
ICAP Meeting:  June 19, 

9:30-11:30 a.m., Room 5141-B, GSA 

Management Data and Systems Subcommittee Meeting:  June 18, 

9:30-11:30 a.m., Room G-225, GSA

Acquisition, Use, and Disposal Subcommittee Meeting:  June 18, 

1:00-3:00 p.m., Room G-225, GSA

Safety Standards and Training Subcommittee Meeting:  June 19, 

1:00-3:00 p.m., Room G-225, GSA

JULY 2003

First Federal Aviation Safety Conference Registration due:  July 1, 2003, to Mike Miles (GSA) at 202-219-1356, michael.miles@gsa.gov (see attached form).

 Federal Aviation Awards:  Nominations due July 11, 2003, to Mike Miles (GSA) or Judy Lotz (GSA) at michael.miles@gsa.gov or judith.lotz@gsa.gov (see attached forms).

AUGUST 2003

Federal Aviation Safety Officer Conference:  August 12-14, NASA-Ames Moffett Field Conference Center, Mountain View, CA. 

FAIRS Training:  For exact dates, please call or e-mail Bill Oller, 202-208-0519, bill.oller@gsa.gov.  

For Information on Federal Aviation, Check Out

GSA’s ICAP Website at

www.gsa.gov/aircraftpolicy
Coming soon:  Special pages on Safety Information.

‘All Purpose Briefing’

Available to ICAP Agencies


If you want to brief your customers and stakeholders or others in your agency on the role of Federal aviation and the purpose of the ICAP, you may use the “ICAP All Purpose Briefing.”  This is a modular Powerpoint presentation that is available on CD from GSA for all ICAP participants to present ‘as is’ or to adapt for their own purposes.  


The briefing describes the Federal aircraft fleet and gives the current status of Federal aviation.  It contains many photos of aircraft and covers the variety of missions and aircraft types used by the Federal Government.  It also outlines the composi-tion, history, and activities of the ICAP and describes GSA’s role.  


GSA developed and maintains the briefing.  For more information about the presentation, please call or email Judy Lotz on 202-208-4101, judith.lotz@gsa.gov.  We can use more good photos of all missions, particularly law enforcement.  

Personnel News

A number of personnel and/or aviation units from the U.S. Customs Service (Treasury);  INS/U.S. Border Patrol (DOJ); Justice HQ; APHIS (USDA), FBI, and FEMA have been “tapped” to move to the new Department of Homeland Security.  These people and organizations, which have been involved in the ICAP through their former agencies, will be folded into the new DHS structure.  DHS is organized into the following divisions: 

· Border and Transportation Security ;

· Science and Technology;

· Emergency Preparedness and Response; 

· Intelligence and Infrastructure Protection;

· Bureau of Citizenship & Immigration Services;

· U.S. Coast Guard;  

· U.S. Secret Service; 

· Counter Narcotics;

· Human Resources; 

· Systems; 

· Legal; 

· Communications, and 

· Budget (and other staff).

How DHS will be represented on the ICAP remains an open question. 


Congratulations, hail, or farewell to others in the Federal aviation community, as follows:

· Bill Brown has relieved Bob Johanessen as Special Agent in Charge at DEA in Dallas.  Bob has retired;

· Bob Fabie, FBI, has been promoted and is now Unit Chief, FBI Aviation. 

· Ed Stone of the U.S. Forest Service Aviation Office in Washington, DC, retired in December;

· Karl Wolfe has taken Tony Butcher’s job at the Department of Justice.  Tony moved to GSA last fall;

· Ron Hanks has moved from the Office of Aircraft Services, DOI, to the U.S. Forest Service where he is the National Safety Officer;

· Richard Pemberton, DOT’s ICAP representative, retired on April 1;

· Art Goldman, UDSA HQ, has accepted a new job and will no longer be participating in the ICAP.

Aviation News

FAA to Begin Overhaul of Parts 91, 119, 125, and 135 in June


FAA’s Kathy Hakala Perfetti, Part 135 specialist, will lead an Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC) to update key sections of Parts 91, 119, 135, and 125 of the Federal Aviation Regulations.  The committee will be composed of over 130 representatives from industry and aviation trade associations.  The ARC will operate a Steering Committee as well as several other subcommittees to cover the wide range of issues involved in the review.  The first ARC meetings are scheduled for June 9th in Washington, DC.

Seminar on Domestic RVSM
FAA will hold a seminar on Domestic Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum implementation plans at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare in Rosemont, IL, June 3-4.  This may be of interest to anyone who expects to fly above 29,000 feet after January 2005.  For more information, go to the FAA’s Website at www.tc.faa.gov/act-500/niabb/drvsm/ drvsm_seminars.asp. 

TCAS I and II for Large Aircraft Mandated by New Rule


Turbine aircraft (operating as civil aircraft) with a maximum certificated takeoff weight (MCTOW) of more than 33,000 pounds must be equipped with traffic alert and collision avoidance systems (TCAS II).  Piston aircraft weighing more that 33,000 pounds MCTOW must install TCAS I.  FAA has extended the compliance date for these mandates to the end of 2004.

Ellen Engleman Is New 

NTSB Chair


In mid-March, Ellen Engleman was confirmed as Chair of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).  

Ms. Engleman had been head of DOT’s Research and Special Programs Admin-istration.  Other new members of the Board are Mark Rosenker and Richard Healing.  John Hammerschmidt, long-time employee of the NTSB, retired in March.
FAA to Apply Rules and Policies in a Consistent Manner


FAA Administrator Marion Blakey has  announced a number of changes and new policy initiatives to improve the way the FAA does business with its customers.  Under this new approach, FAA Head-quarters will provide written guidance and training to all managers and supervisors in its regulation and certification offices throughout the country on applying FAA rules and policies in a standard and consistent manner.  All customers will have the right to ask for review of any inspector’s decision or any call made in the certification process.  FAA will publicize the process for taking an issue up the chain of command for review.
NASA Investing in Research on

Synthetic Vision


Limited visibility due to weather or time of day is the single greatest contributing factor in most fatal airline and general aviation crashes, according to Michael Lewis, Director of NASA’s Aviation Safety Program, Langley Research Center, Hampton, VA.  To give pilots the ability to “see” and fly in any weather, NASA’s Aviation Safety Program is working with industry to create Synthetic Vision, a kind of virtual reality display system for cockpits.  


Synthetic Vision would give pilots a clear, electronic picture of what’s ahead outside their windows regardless of pilots’ personal visibility.  This new technology uses GPS, super-accurate terrain databases, and graphical displays to draw three-dimensional moving scenes.  NASA has committed $100 million to this project and hopes to test a system later this year.  Industry is partnering in this exploration and development effort in hopes of having a viable product within four to six years.

DOE’s Bonneville Power Administration Qualifies for

HAI’s ‘Platinum Program’


At their annual HELI-EXPO on February 9, 2003, the Helicopter Association International (HAI) honored Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), Department of Energy, as one of the first 12 organizations to earn the HAI’s “Platinum Program of Safety” designation.  BPA was the only government agency honored.  


Under the Platinum program, which is similar to the ICAP’s “Safety Standards Guidelines for Federal Flight Programs” and “Safety Standards Agreement,” members must adhere to a set of criteria based on well-established “recommended practices” that are acknowledged to enhance safety.  The purpose is to bring about positive change in the safety culture within the helicopter industry.

Congratulations to BPA!

Next Issue of Worldwide Importance for ICAO Debate:

Engine Emissions


According to Ed Stimpson, U.S. Ambassador to the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), environ-mental issues, and particularly engine emissions, will be the next subject of urgent consideration by members of the ICAO community.  The ICAO’s Committee on Aviation Environmental Protection is exploring ways to cut emissions through technology, operational measures, and market-based options.  Improved technology is on the drawing board, but operational measures can cut emissions today, said Mr. Stimpson in a speech to the Aero Club in Washington, DC, early in 2003.


Interesting quote from his speech:  “The results of…safety audits have shown that regions of the world and states with the highest adherence to ICAO standards and recommendations have the best safety records.”

(As reported in Business Aviation, February 3, 2002)

Miscellaneous and New…

· FAA Advisory Circular (AC) 140-7M, “Certificated Repair Station Directory,” http://av-info.faa.gov/dst/reference.htm.

· FAA AC 00-62, “Internet Communications of Aviation Weather and NOTAMS,” November 1, 2002.

· DOT’s significant rulemaking in progress:  http://regs.dot.gov.

· NTSB’s expanded Website covering aviation accident synopses and data since 1962:  www.ntsb.gov (Aviation)

· FAA AC 91-74, “Pilot Guide to Flight in Icing Conditions,” www.faa.gov (Advisory Circulars).

· Barbara Boxer (Congresswoman from CA) introduced legislation in February (H.R. 977), to provide death and disability benefits for aerial firefighters under contract to USDA or DOI.  The benefits would cover death or injury after September 29, 1976.
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