Changes to FAST

GSA’s Federal Vehicle Policy Division is adding budget reporting to the Federal Automotive Statistical Tool (FAST) this year.

The Federal Automotive Statistical Tool (FAST) is an Internet-based reporting tool that collects motor vehicle inventory, cost, utilization, and fuel data from Federal agencies to support GSA’s annual Federal Motor Vehicle Report and the Department of Energy’s alternative fuel reporting requirements.  GSA, Energy, and the Energy Information Agency jointly developed the system.  Until now, FAST collected a “snapshot” of the Federal motor vehicle fleet as of September 30th of each year.  Starting this year, there will be significant changes to FAST in the level of data reported and also in the way that agencies classify their motor vehicles.

The most significant change will be the inclusion of agency motor vehicle budget reporting to support the Office of Management and Budget’s annual A-11 Budget process.  Previously, this requirement was part of each agency’s A-11 budget package prepared most often by agency budget offices.  Starting this year, the motor vehicle portion of the A-11 will be prepared by agency Fleet Managers in FAST and submitted electronically to their budget offices who will then submit it directly to OMB.  Because of these changes, all agencies that operate motor vehicle fleets must report this data through FAST, regardless of the number of vehicle involved.  Failure to report the A-11 FAST data may impact funding for future motor vehicle operations.

The OMB A-11 submissions will differ from the regular FAST data input because it will include forecast data for future years instead of static numbers for the prior year and include narratives explaining changes in fleet size or costs and vehicle allocation methodology.  New input screens have been developed for the OMB portion of FAST.  The usual FAST data will still be entered by all agencies, regardless of fleet size.  .

There will also be changes to vehicle classifications in FAST, adding categories for sport utility vehicles (SUVs) and passenger vans, plus additional clarifications for law enforcement and armored vehicles.  Special purpose vehicles will not be separated into a separate category anymore, as these vehicles will be reported in the appropriate vehicle type and weight classification categories.  There will be a new category for emergency response and fire apparatus vehicles.  These changes may affect agency exemptions under EPACT and the Executive Order for alternative fuel vehicle reporting requirements.

A major shift in the way that agencies report data into both the regular FAST input screens and the new OMB forecast screens is that operating inventory will now be reported instead of just a static snapshot of the inventory.  The operating inventory is defined as the vehicles now in use by each agency.  This does not include new motor vehicles received, but waiting assignment, nor does it include motor vehicles removed from assignment and waiting disposal.  Basically, the operating inventory is what each agency actually uses to complete its mission.

As you can see, the changes in FAST this year will present many new challenges for Fleet Managers this year. Agency and Bureau Fleet Managers are encouraged to work closely with their budget offices before and during the reporting process to ensure a smooth transition to the new OMB A-11 reporting procedure.  The changes also present new challenges for those agencies that do not have detailed management information systems in place for their fleets that collect the level of data needed for the efficient management of these assets.  GSA MTV will present two breakout sessions during FedFleet 2004, so be sure you have these on your agenda to get the latest scoop on FAST and to have your questions answered.  As in the past, GSA and the Department of Energy will sponsor FAST conference call training sessions before the FAST data call.  

Additional assistance may be obtained by contacting Michael Moses of GSA’s Federal Vehicle Policy Division at (202) 501-2507 or email at mike.moses@gsa.gov.  Representative from GSA are available to meet individually with your agency to discuss your agency’s FAST submissions or to assist your agency in developing successful management information systems to support your fleet operations.

