U.S. Government License Plates in the District of Columbia

Federal motor vehicles operating or housed in the District of Columbia are no longer required to obtain license plates from the District of Columbia Department of Transportation.

Federal Management Regulation 102-34.170 currently requires all Federal agencies with motor vehicles primarily housed or operated within the District of Columbia (DC) to register these vehicles with the DC Department of Transportation (DOT), to use official U.S. Government license plates issued by the DC DOT, and to have these vehicles inspected for safety defects at DC inspection facilities.  These procedures were set forth by a DC Code that was initially a Congressional requirement, therefore mandating Federal agency compliance.  On January 22, 2001, the District of Columbia amended this code, thus canceling the Congressional mandate for Federal agencies to use these special license plates.  As a result, these special licensing procedures are no longer required.

Federal agencies no longer need to obtain the special license plates (usually having a prefix of “US”) from the DC Government, nor do they have to register motor vehicles owned or leased by the with the DC DOT, or have them inspected for mechanical defects.  Federal agencies that currently have these DC-issued license plates should turn them in to the DC DOT and place their own agency license plates that have their particular agency prefix code on these motor vehicles.  

These changes do not affect motor vehicles exempted from the display of official identification and license plates in accordance with FMR 102-34.180, 102-34.195, and 102-34.200.  However, if an unmarked motor vehicle also has U.S. Government license plates issued by the DC DOT, these plates will be returned to the DC DOT.  Once an unmarked motor vehicle returns to service that requires marking and official identification, the owning agency will install the official license plates assigned to that agency.

These changes do not affect Federal agency compliance with mandatory emission inspections of any State, including the District of Columbia, or requirements levied against agencies requiring State license plates for unmarked motor vehicles.  These changes will be reflected in an upcoming amendment to FMR 102-34.

Please contact Michael Moses at (202) 501-2507 or at email mike.moses@gsa.gov if you have any questions on this or any motor vehicle issue.

