NEVC Awards E85 Infrastructure Money to California Department of Food and Agriculture and InterState Oil Company

Provided by the National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition

The National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition (NEVC) announced that it has issued a grant award of $46,300 to the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) and InterState Oil Company to develop an E85 fueling facility in the Sacramento, California area.  The fueling facility, owned and operated by InterState, will be used to fuel 113 CDFA fleet vehicles capable of using this alternative fuel.

E85, by definition, is a transportation fuel blend of 85% ethanol and 15% gasoline.  E85 is a domestically produced alternative fuel that reduces dependence on foreign petroleum.  In addition to superior performance characteristics (100 octane), ethanol burns cleaner than gasoline and is a completely renewable, domestic fuel, typically made from corn.  In California, ethanol is also made from food and beverage waste.  Currently scientists are working on technology to produce ethanol from agricultural and forest residues and urban wastes.

The fueling site will also be open to any other fleets and to the public for use in flexible-fuel-vehicles (FFVs) that are capable of operating on E85.  Sacramento County alone has over 7,000 of these FFVs.

Currently, there are approximately 2 million FFVs operating on the nation’s roadways that are capable of burning E85.  In California there are nearly 150,000 FFVs, increasing at nearly 4,000 vehicles per month.  You can find a complete listing of E85 compatible vehicles at www.E85Fuel.com.

As part of the project, the CDFA and InterState will also promote the use of E85 to other fleets in the area and to the general public.  Since this will be one of the first E85 facilities in the state, it will be used for testing of the E85 dispenser euipment to verify that it meets California vapor recovery standards.

“The eventual certification of the E85 equipment by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) is very significant in our efforts to introduce E85 into the state of California,” said NEVC Executive Director, Phil Lampert.  “By verifying that E85 equipment meets CARB standards many units of government, private fleets, and Department of Defense facilities will be assisted in completing the projects in the state.  Today’s grant award to the Department of Food and Agriculture is a major step to achieving CARB certification of E85 dispensing equipment.”

The CDFA was awarded $46,300 to cover nearly half of the cost of the project.  The funds will be matched by CDFA and InterState pending the approval by internal and state control agencies.  Once approved, it is anticipated that E85 will be available next fall.

The NEVC will be making additional announcements regarding other grant recipients.  These monies are available as a result of the federal fiscal year 2002 Congressional Appropriation that was made to advance the development of a national E85 fueling infrastructure.
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                             InterState Oil:  Brent Andrews; (530) 662-9148

