2003 Drive Safely Work Week Campaign 

focuses on the positive actions that each driver can take to ensure their safety and the safety of others sharing the road 
Safe Driving is Everyone’s Business.  Do Your Part.  

While driving for work do you struggle to navigate clogged highways, inch through jam-packed intersections, or do you cruise along scenic two-lane rural roads? Regardless of the roads you are traveling, you are undoubtedly encountering ever-increasing fender benders from hurried motorists and experiencing disabled vehicles blocking roadways causing unplanned waits and travel delays. 

While it is obvious that traffic congestion costs us time, what is less obvious, but still very real, is the cost in traffic deaths and injuries.  Bottlenecks aren’t just a nuisance; the lack of adequate capacity on our roadways actually causes traffic crashes that injures or kill drivers and their passengers.  As more vehicles travel on roadways, speeds and spacing between vehicles are reduced.  The time needed for drivers to react is significantly shortened, increasing driver frustration. Dangerous driver actions become more common and the potential for crashes increases.

According to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), drivers must face the hard truth:  at least half of the congestion we encounter is our own fault.  We run out of gas. We butt into merge lines. We miss our exit ramp and slam into each other.  When trouble strikes someone else, we slow down to look.  Traffic engineers call the ensuing backups “nonrecurring” congestion.  These are the delays that frustrate people the most, the kind that no amount of careful planning can contain.  They strike anywhere, at any time, with the power to turn a barely tolerable – but at least predictable—drive into a full-blown muddle.

The good news is that we can all do our part, to make roadways less congested and more reliable.  While motorists cannot control road or weather conditions or suspend work zones, drivers can control the sizable segment of congestion caused by crashes and breakdowns simply by driving more carefully, knowing their route, and taking better care of their vehicles.

Drive Safely Work Week (DSWW) 2003 is October 6-10 and focuses on the positive actions that each driver can take to ensure their safety and the safety of others sharing the road as they drive for work or commute to and from work.  These days it’s more important than ever to drive carefully, share the road, plan ahead, and take better care of your vehicle.  Driving safely on our overcrowded roadways is a demanding task that requires constant attention with little time to attend to other nondriving-related work and personal tasks. 

To help educate employees so they can do their part to combat the human and economic costs of traffic crashes, the Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS), a public/private partnership, has made Safe Driving Is Everyone’s Business.  Do Your Part., the theme for the seventh annual Drive Safely Work Week (DSWW) campaign taking place October 6-10, 2003.   NETS will launch the campaign in early June and will promote the campaign and its lifesaving messages throughout the summer with electronic messaging, an online poll, and supplemental materials to engage employees leading up to the campaign week.

NETS is pleased to offer the 2003 Drive Safely Work Week tool kit—packed with information, activities, and messaging to draw attention to the part each driver plays in preventing the traffic crashes and bottlenecks associated with risky driving behaviors and poorly maintained vehicles that breakdown creating “nonrecurring” congestion.  By eliminating these unpredictable backups, drivers can do their part to ease the overburdened and often congested highway system.  Last year, Drive Safely Work Week reached millions of employees across the country with its safe-driving messages.  For more information on DSWW or to purchase the $30 tool kit for your workplace, call 1-888-221-0045 or visit www.netsnational.org.  

Founded in 1989, NETS is an employer-led public/private partnership dedicated to improving the safety and health of employees, their family members and members of the communities in which they work and live, by reducing the number of traffic crashes that occur on and off the job.  To accomplish this, NETS provides employers of all sizes with effective programs, policies, best practices and employer-led activities related to traffic safety, thereby helping companies to improve employee relations while reducing the cost of doing business.

