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Start Your Engines for FedFleet 2004!!

By Laurie S. Feld

FedFleet 2004 Project Manager

The largest federal fleet event of this year is just around the corner.  So please be sure to mark your calendar, register for the event, and make your hotel reservations.

Who:  You and your fellow fleet professionals

What:  FedFleet 2004: The Road to the Future is Now

Where:  Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York, New York

When:  July 20 – 22, 2004

Why:  Please read on...

Here are some important updates:

This is a very exciting time in federal fleet management – major change is underway!  At this point in time federal fleet management has the opportunity to take very positive and groundbreaking action.  The effects of these actions will definitely affect the performance of the entire federal government as well as the security of the American public.  Don’t miss out on all of the important information about where the management and operation of the federal fleet is headed.  You’ll be motivated to return to work and enact the beneficial changes you learn.  

The Fleet Management Review Initiative Overview and Fleet Management Review Initiative Implementation workshop sessions will cover the details of the major changes that are underway.

We will have a Special Presentation during the Opening Session on Tuesday, July 20th entitled Mobility in America: What Can Be Learned From Assessing Past Predictions?  It will be presented by Thomas A. Crumm, who is considered one of the industry’s most unique visionaries.  His presentation will cover: What were the predictions for an evolution in mobility in the 1990s? What are the trends to watch in this decade? How might advances in technology, economics, political interest, and social concern combine to change mobility needs by 2014. This presentation will also include some predictions of what the federal government might bring to mobility in America in the next decade.

We’ll also have a workshop session on Future Trends in Public Sector and Commercial Fleet Management.  This workshop will examine ongoing and future trends at both public sector and commercial fleets in terms of operating costs; used-vehicle resale values; privatization initiatives and outsourcing; the impact of upcoming new-vehicle technologies; fuel management trends; issues in fleet accident management and repair costs; and emerging legal concerns for fleets.

We’re happy to have a workshop session on Identity Theft.  Identity Theft is the fastest growing crime in the United States. The U.S. Postal Inspection Service will conduct a video and PowerPoint presentation. You'll learn about the ways criminals are stealing people's identity, tips to avoid being a victim of identity theft, and what to do if you are a victim. You don't want to miss this valuable information!

The Ask the Expert Q-&-A Panel will be conducted "Talk-Show Host" style with a moderator. The panelists are associates from the Office of Management and Budget, the GSA Office of General Counsel, the U.S. Navy, the GSA Office of Governmentwide Policy, GSA Fleet, and GSA Automotive. The moderator will direct questions from the attendees to these subject-matter experts. Suggested question topics include: Home-to-Work, Authorized Use of a Federal Motor Vehicle, Canadian and Mexican Insurance, use of rental cars while on Official Duty Travel (TDY), and the issues of liability coverage while using a rental car on TDY.
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   The “Smart Fleet Technology” Initiative:  

We will put a special emphasis on vehicle technology initiatives at this year’s event in order to assist you in your pursuit of electronic fleet operation and management.  We have identified workshop sessions and exhibitors that showcase the use of technologically advanced best practices, products, and services.  This will allow fleet managers to use emerging technologies to improve fleet management and operation methodologies, decrease costs, and increase productivity.  Look for the lightning-bolt symbol next to workshop names on www.fedfleet.org, in the Final Program, and on signs at the event.  Also look for this symbol next to exhibitor names in the Exhibit Hall Guide and their exhibit booth backwall drape.

For your convenience, we have decided to hold registration on Monday, July 19th at the Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers (our headquarter hotel) from 10am to 7pm.  We highly encourage you to stop by the registration desk on Monday for a just a few short minutes to check-in and pick up your registration materials and your name badge.  

The overall agenda, workshop sessions, and speaker information have been recently updated as well as the times for breakfast, registration, and the exhibit hall.  Please visit the “Agenda & Workshop Descriptions” section of www.fedfleet.org.  The scheduled times and the pick-up and drop-off points for the shuttle bus service between the Sheraton and Javits Center have been updated.  Please visit the “Conference Shuttle Bus Schedule” section of www.fedfleet.org. 
We highly encourage you NOT to rent a car or drive your POV or drive a GOV to New York City.  Having a vehicle will be unnecessary, as well as expensive to park.

The Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers (our headquarter hotel) is tax-exempt for federal employees.  The tax-exempt form can be easily downloaded from the “Hotel Reservations” section of www.fedfleet.org.  You can make your hotel reservations by calling the Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers directly (phone: 212-581-1000) and requesting the group rate for FedFleet 2004.  The group rate is valid for both Government and non-Government attendees.  The group rate is valid from arrival on July 14th to checkout on July 26th to accommodate those who wish to spend extra time in the area. 

SuperShuttle Shared-Ride Van Service has offered FedFleet participants a Special Rate Coupon.  The Coupon is valid from July 17th – July 25th for transport from either LaGuardia Airport or Kennedy Airport to the Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers.  You must give this Coupon to the driver when you are picked-up at the airport.  You can download this coupon from the “Airline and Ground Transportation” section of www.fedfleet.org. 

For your convenience, the Javits Center will set-up and run a luggage-check service on Thursday, July 22nd one hour before and one hour after the FedFleet events.  There is a $3.00 per piece charge.

Your participation will make FedFleet 2004 a true success.  Come on out and join your fellow fleet professionals for an unforgettable event in an unforgettable city!  Come a few days early or stay a few days longer.  

We look forward to seeing you in “The Big Apple” in July.

Remember, The Road to the Future is Now and all roads lead to                       New York, New York!

Points of Contact for FedFleet 2004 are:  

Laurie Feld (laurie.feld@gsa.gov or 202-219-1821)

Krista Freer (krista.freer@gsa.gov or 202-208-0372)
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