Fourth Annual Work Zone Awareness Kickoff Event To Promote Highway Construction Safety – April 6 – 12, 2003

By Kerry Perrillo, Federal Highway Administration, Eastern Resource Center

Last year, the National Work Zone Memorial was unveiled during the National Work Zone Awareness Week event. This mobile memorial contains the names of persons killed in work zones and will be displayed at future highway safety events throughout the country. The kick-off event took place in a work zone where construction is taking place at an interchange along the Capital Beltway near Washington, DC.
Background:  

Over recent years, the number of people killed in motor vehicle crashes in work zones has increased from 789 in 1995 to an all-time high of 1,093 in 2000. Each year, more than 80 percent of all fatalities in work zone crashes are motor vehicle occupants. In addition, more than 40,000 injuries occur in work zones each year.  Education to the driving public is crucial to create awareness of the importance of obeying work zone signs and markings for both the safety of the drivers, passengers, and the workers.  

"Lives will be saved immediately if motorists would simply slow down to posted limits in work zones, pay attention and follow these few basic safety tips," said Kathi Holst, president of the American Traffic Safety Services Association. "What most motorists do not realize is the majority of those killed in work zones are motorists - not the workers themselves." 
The Federal Highway Administration asks motorists to observe the orange signs along roads that indicate work zones. The following are "Safety Tips to Live By":
· Stay alert and give full attention to the roadway. 

· Pay close attention to signs and work zone flaggers. 

· Turn on headlights so workers and other drivers can see your vehicle. 

· Do not tailgate. 

· Do not speed. Slow down to the posted speed limits. 

· Keep up with the traffic flow. 

· Do not change lanes in work zones. 

· Minimize distractions in vehicles. Avoid changing radio stations and using mobile phones in work zones. 

· Expect the unexpected. Keep an eye on workers and their equipment. 

· Be patient. Remember work zones are necessary to improve roads and make them safer. 

