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FACA Database Instructions:

Individual agencies are responsible, under appropriate statutory mandates and personnel rules, for determining the designation of members who will serve on their Federal advisory committees.  For purposes of the FACA Database, advisory committee members normally come under ONE of the following designation categories.  Please ensure that each reported advisory committee member is characterized properly in the Database as designated previously by the agency.  The default response is Special Government Employee (SGE).

FACA Database Categories and Selection Criteria:

1.
Regular Government Employee (RGE) Member


Generally, an individual employed within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. 2105, or a Federal officer as defined in 5 U.S.C. 2104.  For purposes of the FACA Database only, this category also includes a Federal officer holding a position in the uniformed services.  (See 5 U.S.C. 2101(3) for a listing of the uniformed services.)
2.
Special Government Employee (SGE) Member


An officer or employee of the executive or legislative branch who is retained, designated, appointed, or employed to perform temporary duties (either on a full-time or intermittent basis) for not to exceed 130 days during any period of 365 consecutive days.  An SGE may serve with or without compensation.  The full definition of SGE also includes individuals in certain miscellaneous positions, who are deemed SGEs without any regard to the number of days of service.  In general, SGEs provide Federal advisory committees with their own best independent judgment based on their individual expertise.  (For more information on the definition of an SGE, see 18 U.S.C. 202(a), or consult with the agency’s ethics official.)
3.
Representative Member


An individual who is not a Federal employee (or a Federal employee who is attending in a personal capacity), who is selected for membership on a Federal advisory committee for the purpose of obtaining the point of view or perspective of an outside interest group or stakeholder interest.  While representative members may have expertise in a specific area, discipline, or subject matter, they are not selected solely on the basis of this expertise, but rather are selected to represent the point of view of a group or particular interest.  (See, for example, Office of Government Ethics (OGE) Informal Advisory Letter 93 x 14.)  A representative member may represent groups or organizations, such as industry, labor, consumers, or any other recognizable group of persons having an interest in matters before the committee, including on occasion the public at large.  (See, generally, OGE Memorandum 82 x 22.)
4.
Ex Officio Member


An individual who serves on a Federal advisory committee strictly by virtue of holding a particular governmental or organizational office, title, or other specified position.  For example, if the committee’s authority or charter states that a Federal officer by position, or the Governor of a particular State, or the leader of a particular tribe, or the head of a particular trade association or other organization will serve as a member of the committee, that individual would be characterized as an Ex Officio member for purposes of the FACA Database.

5.
Peer Review Consultant Member


An individual, primarily nongovernment expert, qualified by training and experience in particular scientific or technical fields, or qualified as an authority knowledgeable in the various disciplines and fields related to the scientific areas under review.  For purposes of the FACA Database, this category applies only to an individual serving on a particular Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes of Health peer review Federal advisory committee, who provides expert advice on the scientific and technical merit of grant applications or contract proposals, or the concept of contract proposals.  (See 

42 CFR Part 52h.)

